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THE ARMY. — 


WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 








Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, May 8, 1872. 
General Orders No. 25. 


General Orders No. 27, March 8, 1870, from this office, 
in relation to the responsibility of officers for public prop- 
erty, and the action of Boards of Survey, is hereby modifi- 
ed as follows: 

I. The reyuirement that the members of the Boards of 
Survey referred to therein shall be sworn will be applied 
to all Bourds of Survey, and the fact of the members be- 
ing sworn will appear in the proceedings of the Boards. 

II. Where the responsible officer is the only officer at 
a post, he will, instead of ordering himself as a board— 
as provided in Paragraph 1020, Revised Army Regula- 
tions of 1863, furnish his own certificate of the facts of 
the case, supported by affidavits of non-commissioned of- 
ficers at the post cognizant thereof; or should this not be 
satisfactory, the department commaudez, upon notifica- 
tion, may send an inspector to make the necessary re- 


port. 
By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. TowNsEND, Adjutant-General. 





War DepartMent, ApsuTANT-GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
WASHINGTON, May 20, 1872. ; 
General Orders No. 26, 


Under authority conferred by “an act authorizing 
the Secretary of War to correct an Army officer’s 
record,” approved May 10, 1872, the name of Second 
Lieutenant Samuel Ross, Seventh Infantry, is hereby 
placed on the retired list of the Army, with the full 
rank of brigadier-general, to date from January 1, 1871. 

By order of the Secretary of War, 

E. D. Townsenp, Adjutant-General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
Iesued from the meen “ay for the week ending 
Yay 20, 72. 
Tuesday, May 14, 


On the recommendation of the Commissary-General of 
Subsistence, Major Thomas J. Haines, Subsistence De- 
partment, in addition to his present duties, is hereby as- 
signed to duty as purchasing and depot commissary at 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

Leave of absence for six months is hereby granted 
Captain Isaac Arnold, Jr., Ordnance Department. 

A board to consist of Colonel N. A. Miles, Fifth In- 
fantsy ; Major M. R. Morgan, Commissary of Subsist- 
ence; Major George Gibson, Fifth Infantry, is hereby 
appointed to meet at the Leavenworth Arsenal, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, May 20, 1872, or as soon there- 
after as practicable, to examine the knapsacks on hand 
at that arsenal, and report such as are fit for issue to the 
Army and what disposition should be made of such as 
are unfit. The junior member of the board will record 
the proceedings. 

The extension of leave of absence granted Captain C. 
McKibbin, Fifteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 35, 
April 24, 1872, from headquarters Military Division of 
the Missouri, is hereby further extended thirty days. 

The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant E. H. 
Townsend, Thirteenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
86, March 11, 1872, from headquarters Department of 
the Platte, is hereby extended two months. 

Wednesday, May 15.° 

The following transfers are made of officers of the 
Third Artillery, under the provisions of paragraph 6, 
General Orders No. 99, November 13, 1867, from this 
office, establishing the artillery school at Fort Monroe, 
Virginia: Second Lieutenant William E. Birkhimer, 
from battery E to battery A, vice Second Lieutenant 
John D. C. Hoskins, from battery A to battery E, to be 
relieved. Lieutenant Birkhimer will report without de- 
lay at Fort Monroe, Virginia. 

Thursday, May 16. 

_Discharged.—Recruit William Wilson, general service 

- 8. Army, now at Newport Barracks, Kentucky. 

Transferred.—Private Henry Cox, U. 8. Military 
Academy Detachment of Artillery, to the general service 
U.S. Army, and will report in person without delay to 
the commanding officer, Fort Columbus, New York Har- 
bor, for assignment to a regiment. 

Discharged.—Private Ftederick B. Wigle, company D, 

airteenth Infantry, now with his command. This 
soldier is entitled to pay, etc., only under paragraph 
1371, Revised U. S. Army Regulations of 1863. 

Friday, May 17. 

Discharged.—Privates Delmar R. Keeler and 8S. 8. Ev- 
erett, General Service U. S. Army, now on duty as clerks 
D = office of the Commissioner of Claims, Washington, 


The following officers are hereby relieved from duty as 
Oonbere of the board convened by paragraph 6, Special 
tders No. 260, July 3, 1871, from this office, for the pur- 


the administration of the affairs of the Army,” and now 
in session in New York City, and will join their proper 
stations without delay: Colonel Henry J. Hunt, Fifth 
Artillery ; Lieutenant-Colonel Charles R. Woods, Fifth 
Infantry ; Major Richard I. Dodge, Third Infantry ; Ma- 
jor Andrew J. Alexander, Eighth Cavalry, 

On the recommendation of the Quarterma:tor-General, 
so much of paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 74, March 28, 
1872, from this office, as directs Captain George H. 
Weeks, assistant quartermaster, to report to the com- 
manding general Department of the Lakes for duty at 
Buffalo, New York, is hereby revoked, and he will report 
to the commanding general Military Division of the Mis- 
souri for assignment to duty. : 

The telegraphic instructions of the 16th instant, from 
this office, to the commanding officer Fort Monroe, Vir- 
ginia, to order Second Lieutenant Walter Howe, Fourth 
Artillery, to report immediately to Captain B. B. Keeler, 
Eighteenth Infantry, at Raleigh, North Carolina, as wit- 
ness in a Court-martial case, are hereby confirmed. 

A Board to consist of Surgeon Josiah Simpson, Sur- 
geon T. A. McParlin, Assistant Surgeon J. A. Fitzger- 
ald, will assemble at the U. 8. Military Academy, West 
Point, New York, on the 27th day of May, 1872, to ex- 
amine into the physical qualifications of the members of 
the graduating class and the candidates for admission 
into the Academy. Reports of the proceedings of the 
board will be forwarded to the Secretary of War, through 
the superintendent of the Military Academy, and special 
reports will be made in the cases of any graduates deem- 
ed to be physically unfit for the military service, and in 
the cases of those admitted on probation. The board 
will adjourn from time to time until its duties are com- 
pleted. The junior member of the board will act as re- 
corder. } 

On his own application, approved by the regimental 
commander, Second Lieutenant D. 8S. Denison, Fifth Ar- 
tillery, is hereby transferred from Battery B to Battery 
K of that regiment, and will join the latter under Spe- 
cial Orders No. 65, March 18, 1872, from this office, re- 
lieving him from duty at the Artillery School. 

The resignation of First Lieutenant John D, Myrick, 
Tenth Cavalry, has been accepted by the President, to 
take effect May 17, 1872. > 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Saturday, the 18th inst. | 


Monday, May 20. 


As s00n as existing requisitions have been filled, the 
superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will propare 
and forward, under proper charge, one hundred and 
fifty recruits to Galveston, Texas, where they will be 
reported, upon arrival, to the commanding general De- 
partment of Texas for assignment to the Fourth Cav- 
alry. 

Superintendent R. C. Taylor, of the National Ceme- 
tery at Mound City, Illinois, is hereby granted thirty 
days’ leave of absence, te take effect aiter the 30th in- 
stant. 

So much of Special Orders No. 42, paragraph 3, Feb- 
ruary 20, 1872, from this office, as directs that the cost 
of transportation furnished Mrs. Mary Burke, laundress 
Company H, Twelfth Infantry, and one child from New 
York city to San Francisco, California, be charged to 
Fiivate Patrick Burke upon the rolls of said company, 
is hereby revoked. 

First Lieutenant Louis H. Rucker, Ninth Cavalry, 
will report in person without delay to the superinten- 
dent Mounted Recruiting Service, St. Luuis Depot, Mis- 
souri, to accompany a detachment of recruits to the 
Fourth Cavalry, serving in the Department of Texas. 
On the completion of this duty Lieutenant Rucker will 
join his proper station. 


CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following is alist of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report : 

Company E, Third Cavalry, from Fort D. A. Russell, W. T., to 
Fort Sanders, W. T., March 11. : 

Company H, Eighth Cavalry, from Fort Craig, N. M., to Fort 
Tulerosa, N. M., April 29. 

Company B, T'wentieth Infantry, from Fort Wadsworth, D. T., 
4 new post at crossing of the James river by the N. P.\R. R., 

ay 4. 

Company C, Twentieth Infantry, from Fort Ransom, D. T., to 
new post at crossing of the James river by the N. P, R. R., May 4. 

Company D, Twentieth Infantry, from Fort Abercrombie, to new 
post at crossing of the James River by the N. P. R. R., May 4. 
ners A, {Twenty-first Infantry, to Camp Harney, Oregon, 

ay 8, . 

Companies C and E, Third Infantry, to Fort Wallace, Kas., 
to Fort Hays, Kas, May 10. 

Post Established.—Fort Tulerosa, N. M. 





PAY DEPARTMENT. 
Major Benj. Alvord, Acting Paymaster-General. 


On the 10th of May, the Senate refused to concur in 
the amendment made by the House in the bill to enable 
the President to appoint a Paymaster-General. The 
amendment was to insert after the words “ Paymaster- 
General” the words “ with the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of the colonel.” When the bill was reported in 
the House from the Military Committee with this 
amendment, Mr. Stoughton said : # 

“It is due to the Military Committee to say that in this 
case there is a minority report; that a portion of the 
committee believe that the Paymaster-General of the 
Army ought to be a brigadier-general. In support of 
this I have only to refer to the statutes of the United 
States. Section eighteen of the act of July 28, 1860, 
provided that the Pay Department should <hereafter con- 
sist of one paymaster, with the rank, pay, and emolu- 
ments of a brigadier-general, ete. That law is still in 
force ; it has not been repealed. There is no reason why 


“Gentlemen may say that a law was afterward passed 

prohibiting promotions in the staff departments of the 

Army. Such was the fact. But I will call the atter- 
tion of the gentlemen to the peculiar of that 
statute. It provides ‘that, until otherwise directed by 
law, there shall be no new appointments and no promo- 
tions in the Adjutant-Genegal’s department, Inspector- 

General’s department, the pay department, quartermas- 
ter’s department, commissary ) eenarwr ordnance 
department, ergineer d ent and medical depart- 
ment.’ That is, ‘until otherwise directed by law.’ 

Since that time we haye promoted an adjutant-general 

of the Army of the United States to the rank of briga- 
dier-general; we have also made promotions in the 
medical department. 

“ New, why should this unjust discrimination be made 
against the pay department? During the war the pay 
department of the Army of the United States paid $11,- 

000,000,000 with a deficiency so small that it is perfectly 
astonishing. At the present time they are paying out 
nearly twenty million dollars a year. The responsibility 
of the pay department is very t. And yet you pro- 
pose by this bill to cut down the Paymaster lower than 
the head of any other department of the Government. 
There is no justice in it, there is no right in it; it is an 
unfair and unjust claim. 

“Now let me call attention to another thing. It will 
be the strangest anomaly in the world if we pass this 
bill. There are to-day two full colonels in the pay de- 
partment. You propose that the chief, the head of that 
department, shall be of less rank tian two of his subor- 
dinates. That certainly would be a strange state of 
things,and yet such would be the case if this bill should 
pass. The Paymaster would be promoted to the rank of 
a colonel, but he would be the junior in the rank of 
other officers who have long been colonels. Now I do 
not’ believe that the House intends to sanction anything 
of that kind. 

“Tt may be said, indeed, that the heads of all these de- 
partments ought to be only colonels. If that be so, then 
you must reorganize the whole staff. Whether that 
ought to be done is a new question, which we are not 
now discussing. Until that is done, we must keep the 
different branches of the staff upon a fair and just equal- 
ity. Isubmit that the Senate bill ought to be passed 
without amendment, and I ask the Chair whether the 


ting in the proposition of the Senate ?” 


ee 


Army Matters in Congress.—The Senate Military Com- 
mittee has reported back, without amendment, the 
House bill authorizing an appointment in the Lospector- 
General’s Department: also the House bills amending 
the act providing for the disposition of useless military 
reservations, and the Senate bill incorporating the Na- 
tional soldiers’ and sailors’ Orphans’ Industrial Train- 
ing Association. 

On the 15th inst., the Senate passed the Senate bill, 
which provides that every suldier of the Union Army 
who was ruptured while in the line of duty during the 
late war for the suppression of the rebellion shall be en- 
titled to receive a single or double truss of such style as 
may be designated by the Surgeon-General of the United 
States Army as the best suited for such disability. The 
application for such truss shall’ be made by the ruptured 
soldier to an examining surgeon for pensions, whose duty 
it shall be to examine such applicant, and for every such 
applicant found to have w rupture, or hernia, shall pre- 
pare and forward to the Surgeon-General an applica- 
tion for such truss, without charge to the soldier. The 
Surgeon-General is directed to purchase and procure the 
number of trusses which may be required for distribu- 


the same are sold to the trade at wholesale; and the cost 
of the same is to be paid, upon the requisition of the 
Surgeon-General, out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

A bill providing for the casting of an equestrian statue 
of the late General Rawlins has been introduced in the 
Senate. 

SURGEON-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General J. K. Barnes, Surgeon-General. 


Captain George Wright, medical storekeeper U. 8. 
Army, who has been residing with his family at the 
Brandreth House, in New York, came to a sudden death 
last Saturday night, while in a state rendering him in- 
capable of taking preges care of himself, by falling over 
the banisters of the stairs on the third story and strik- 
ing the stone pavement, fracturing his skull and produc- 
ing concussion of the brain, from which he died on Mon- 
day morning at two o’clock. His wife and children left 
him a week ago to reside with a friend in Philadelphia, 
and were absent at the time of the accident. Captain 
Wright was appointed medical storekeeper July 28, 
1866, from the Stateof Pennsylvania. His age Was forty- 
six years. 





QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 


Tue Secretary of War has received the authority of 
Congress to sell such portions of clothing in Quartermas- 
ters stores as he may deem advisable. There are now 
in store, the Washi Star reports, $13,000,000 worth 


There are rubber blankets euongh on hand to supply all 
to come; rubber ponchos and artillery jackets for eighty 








Pose of preparing “a system of General Regulations for 


we should now éstablish a different rule, 


years, and blouses for forty years. 


question should not properly be first taken upon concur- ° 


. * 


tion to such disabled soldiers at a price not greater than . 


ington 
of clothing, the care of which costs ‘$150,000 per year. ° 
prospective demands for one hundred and thirty years ~ 
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Present Pay of Enlisted Men.—The following is the 
text of the act to establish the pay of the enlisted men 
of the Army, as finally passed and signed by the Presi- 


dent: 

An act to establish the pay of the enlisted men of the Army. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
United States of America in Congress assembled, t from and after 
the first day of July eighteen hundred and seventy-two, the month- 
ly pay of the following enlisted men of the Army shall, during their 
term of enlistment, be as follows, with the contingent addi- 
tions thereto hereinafter provided : 
Sergeant majors of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, twenty-three 


dollars. 
Quartermaster sergeants of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, 
twenty-three doflars, 
Chief trumpeters of cavalry, twenty-two dollars, 
Principal musicians of artillery and infantry, twenty-two dollars. 
Saddlers sergeants of cavalry, twenty-two dollars, 
PR sergeants of cavalry, artillery, and intantry, twenty-two 
rs, 
Sergeants of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, seventeen dollars, 
Corporals of cavalry and light artillery, fifteen dollars, 
Corporals of artillery and infantry, fifteen dollars. 
Saddlers of cavalry, fifteen dollars, ‘ 
Blacksmiths and farriers of —e fifteen dollars. 
Trumpeters of cavalry, thirteen dollars. 
Musicians of artillery and infantry, thirteen dollars. 
Privates of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, thirteen dollars. 
Hospital stewards, first-class, thirty dollars. 
Hospit»l stewards, second class, twenty-two dollars. 
Hospital stewards, third class, twenty dollars. 
Ordnance sergeants of posts, thirty-four dollars, 
Sergeant majors of engineers, thirty-six dollars, 
Quartermaster sergeants of engineers, thirty-six dollars. 
Sergeants of engineers and ordnance, thirty-four dollars. 
Corporals of engineers and ordnance, twenty dollars. 
Musicians of engineers, thirteen dollars. 
Privates (first class) of engineers and ,ordnance, seventeen 4ol- 


lars, 
“1 Mes (second class) of engineers and ordnance, thirteen dol- 


rs. 

Sze. 2. That to the rates of pay above established one dollar per 
month shall be added for the third year of enlistment, one dollar 
more per month for the fourth year, and one dollar more per month 
for the fifth year, making in all three dollars’ increase per month for 
the last year of the first enlistment of exch enlisted man named in the 
first section of this act. But this increase shall be considered as retain- 
ed pay, and shall not be paid to the soldier until his discharge from 
the ice, and shall be forfeited unless he shall have served 
honestly and faithfully to the date of discharge. And all former 
laws concerning retained pay for privates of the Army are hereby 


nded, 

8xo.3. That all the enlisted men enumerated in the first sec- 
tion of this act who have re-enlisted or who shall hereafter re- 
enlist under the provisions of the act of August fourth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, shall be paidat the rates allowed in the 
second section of this act to those serving in the fifth year of their 
first enlistment: Provided, That one dollar per month shall be 
retained from the pay of the re-enlistened men, of whatever grade, 
named in the first section of this act, during the whole period of 
their re-enlistment, to be paid to the soldier on his discharge, but 
to be forfeited unless he shall have served honestly and faithfully 
to the date of discharge. 

Sec. 4. That enlisted men,"now in the service, shall receive the 
rates of pay established in this act, according to the length of their 
service, and nothing contained in this act shall be construed as af- 
fecting the additional monthly pay allowed for re-enlistments by 
the act of August fourth, eighteen hundred and fifty-four. . 

Approved May 16, 1872. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
Brigadier-General A. H. Terry, Headquarters, Lowisville, Kentucky. 
Raleigh, N. C.—The General Court-martial which 
convened at Raleigh, North Carolina, April 15, 1872, 
pursuant to S. O. No. 12, o. s., headquarters Department 
of the South, and of which Major O. H. Morgan, Fourth 
Artillery, is president, dissolved May 4. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 
Jackson, Miss.—A. General Court-martial met at Jack- 
son, Mississippi May 14. Detail for the court: Major 
William P. Carlin, Captains Arthur W. Allyn and Wil- 
liam H. Bartholomew, First Lieutenants Stephen K. 





Mahon, William H, Vinal, and George B. Pickett, and | °° 


Second Lieutenant Isaac O. Shelby, Sixteenth Infantry. 
First Lieutenant Charles King, Fifth Cavalry, A. D. C., 
is appointed judge-advocate of the court. 

Leave of absence for ten days was granted Captain 
Howard E. Stansbury, Nineteenth Infantry, May 13. 

Captain W. B. Hughes, assistant quartermaster U. 8S. 
Army, having reported at department headquarters, May 
11, in compliance with 8. O. Nos. 74 and 103, c. s., War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, relieved Major 
E. R. Eddy, quartermaster U.S. Army, of his duties as 
chief quartermaster of this department and depot 
quartermaster at New Orleans. 


A. A. Surgeon Bernard J. Byrne, U. 8: Army, who} citemént over the affair was intense, and there were 


has been ordered to this Department in place of A. A. 
Surgeon W. O. Taylor, U. 8. Army, May 14 was ordered 
to Oxford, Miss., to report for duty to the commanding 
officer of that post. Upon being relieved by A. A. Sur- 
geon Byrne, A. A. Surgeon W. O. Taylor, U. S. Army, 
was ordered to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, to report to 
the commanding general Department of the Missouri. 


A. A. Surgeon William R. Mandeville, U. S. Army, | was ordered May 13 to Fort Union, N. M., reporting 
May 16 was ordered to Aberdeen, Miss., to report for upon arrival, by letter, to the commanding officer Dis- 
ow to the commanding officer of that post, relieving | trict of New Mexico for 


Surgeon G. W. Dirmeyer, U.S. Army ; the latter 


officer, on being relieved, was ordered to New Orleans, | May 13 was relieved from duty at Fort Harker, Kan 

La., reporting in person to the Medical Director of the| and ordered to Fort Hays, ona reporting, —_ 2 
: % rival,to the commanding officer battalion Sixth In- 
Inspection ef Hospitals—Surgeon John F. Randolph, | fantry for duty with the battalion. 


Department. 


U.S. Army, medical director of the Department, May 15 
wus ordered to Key West and Fort Jefferson, Dry 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan : Chicago, I. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 

Major-General W. 8S. Hancock: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 
appointed to meet at Fort Randall, D. T., June 10, for 
the trial of Second Lieutenant T. P. O'Reilly, and such 


other persons as may be brought before it, Detail 
the court: Colonel t ie ~ 


* | Major G. N. Lieber, judge-advocate U.S. Army, judge- 


the Missouri by S. O. No. 106, c. 3, War ent, 
Tortugas, Florida, to inepect the Hospital Department | Adjutant-General’s Office, Major I. O. Dewey, paymaster 
of those posts in accordance with Article 21, Medical | U.S. Army, was directed May 13 to turn over to the 
Regulations. During the absence of Dr. Randolph, | chief }paymaster of the department all public funds for 
Surgeon B. A. Clements, U.S. Army, will take charge of | which he is 
the medical director’s office and duties in New Orleans, La, | cular No. 79, seriesof 1871, from the Paymaster-General’s 
— and to then comply with the above mentioned 
order. 


Captain W. A» Elderkin, commissary of subsistence U. 

8S. Army, May 13 was changed 

— beta he, in addition eh. 8 — as commis- 

sary of subsistence, performin e of acting assistant 

Twenty-second Infantry.—A General Court-martial is | quartermaster of that place. . one 

} .—A General Court-martial is sp- by his instructions of last year with regard to scouting, 
e 


. Hunt, Twentieth Infantry; | Lieutenant J. R. Fitch, Second Lieutenants John Little 


William Fletcher, Twentieth Infantry ; Captain D. W. 
C. Poole, Twenty-second Infantry; First Lieutenant 
T. H. Fisher, Twenty-second In ; Second Lieu- 
tenant W. J. Campbell, Twenty-second Infantry; Sec- 


ond Lieutenant F. L. Davies, Twenty-second Infantry. 


advocate. 
Leave of absence for twenty days was granted First 
Lieutenant H. H. Ketchum, adjutant, May 10. 
Fort Sully, D. T—Upon completion of the busiress 
now before it, the General Court-martial in session at 
Fort Sully, D. T., by virtue of 8. O. No. 244, series of 
1871, from department h uarters, will adjourn to re- 
assemble at Fort Rice, D. T., June 10. 
Nineteenth Infantry.*-Captain J. 8. Wharton, aide- 
de-camp, in charge of arms and ordnance stores at St. 
Paul, Minn., Msy 9 was authorized to transfer to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel 8. B. Holabird, D.Q. G., and Captain 
Henry Inman, A. Q., certain ordnance and ordnance 
stores for which he is responsible, taking proper re- 
ceipts therefor, the transfer to date from the 7th inst. 
‘ort Abercrombie, D. T.—A General Court-martial 
met at Fort Abercrombie, D. T., May 15. Detail for 
the court: Captain J. C. Bates, Twentieth Infantry ; 
Captain John Hartl , Twenty-second Infantry; Cap- 
tain Malcolm Mc ur, Seventeenth Infantry; First 
Lieutenant T. H. Fisher, Twenty-second Infantry ; First 
Lieutenant L. M. Morris and d Lieutenant J. A. 
Yeckley, Twentieth Infantry. First Lieutenant W. R. 
Maize, Twentieth Infantry, judge-advocate. 
Twentieth In, Se of absence for thirty days 
was granted First Lieutenant T. W. Lord, regimental 
quartermaster, May 9. 
Leave of absence for thirty days was granted Second 
Lieutenant Edward Turnock May 11. 
Upon the recommendation of the medical officer of 
the department, Acting Assistant Surgeon G. E. Lord, 
at Whetstone Agency, D. T., May 11 was ordered to re- 
port to the commanding officer of Fort Randall, D. T., 
for duty until further orders. 
Sixth Infantry.—On the arrival at Sioux City, Iowa, of 
the one hundred recruits intended for the Sixth Infantry, 
they will be reported to the regimental commandant for 
immediate assignment to companies. Those companies 
of the regiment which are under orders for Fort Buford 
will be first filled; next, the companies for Fort Steven- 
son; lastly, the companies ordered to the Northern 
Pacific railroad crossing of the Missouri river, should 
the number received be sufficient. The recruits as- 
signed to the companies of the regiment destined to gar- 
rison Fort Stevenson and the new post at the crossing, 
will be taken up the river by the regimental comman- 
der accompanying his command, and will be left—those 
for the Fort Stevenson companies, at that post; and 
those for the companies to garrison the new post, at 
‘Fort Rice pending the arrival of their respective com 
ies. 

ae J. Simmons, United States Special Indian Agent, 
telegraphs to the Indian Commissioner from Fort Ben- 
ton, Montana, May 18, as follows: “ Arrived here to- 
day, leaving Fort Peck on 11th inst. Have been among 
the Sioux for last twenty-five days. Small war parties 
had gone among the Piegans and Crows, in consequence 
of the Crows having stolen 500 horses from the Sioux in 
a foray made April 1. The war parties have now been 
recalled or have returned to theircamp. Reports of a 
Sioux war and general outbreak are totally unfounded. 
The best of good feeling and disposition towards the 
vernment and citizens prevails. The chiefs and the 
soldiers say they will prevent, if possible, and punish 
their young men for any depredation on the white set- 
tlers. “Bull,” with a party of Tetons, had gone below 
Fort Peck. We have sent for them and will return by 
way of Milk river, to meet them at Peck, starting in a 
few days. We have sufficient supplies for present use 
at Muscle, Shell and Peck, but would advise the ship- 
ment of blankets and clothing for the Sioux as soon as 
possible.” Indian Agent Risley telegraphs to the Com- 
missioner from Fort Laramie on the 18th, stating that 
on Friday evening last, four miles from the Red Cloud 
agency, John Richards killed “Yellow Bear,” and 
was in turn killed by “ Yellow Bear’s” friend. The ex- 


threats of destruction to the agency and against the 
whites and half-breeds. A —ey = cavalry has 
camped near the agency. Richards the agency of 
the official mails, which was destroyed. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 
Acting Assistant S A. N. Ellis, U. 8. Army, 


assignment to duty. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon C. C. Arms, U.S. Army, 


Having been relieved from duty in the D ent of 


ible, as required by paragraph 3, cir- 


By direction of the Secretary of War, the station of 
from Denver City to 


Fifteenth Inf 


inied to meet at Fort Bayard, N. M., May 27, with 


- Whittemore and Charles Steelhammer, First 





Captain E. B. Grimes, assistant quartermaster U, §, 
Army, having reported in person at department head. 
quarters, in compliance with 8, O. No. 74, c.s., War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, is assigned to 
duty at St. Louis, Mo. as depot quartermaster, 
relieving Captain G. H. Weeks, assistant quartermaster 
U. 8. Army. 

Santa Fe, N. M—Subject to the approval of the de- 
partment commander, the post to be established in this 
district on the new Indian reservation will be designat- 
ed as Fort Tulerosa. 

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas—A report from Fort 
Leavenworth to the War Department mentions that a 
collision occurred between United States troops and a 
thieving band of Utes at Terra Amarilla, northwest 
of Abiguir. One Indian was killed, and one soldier 
severely wounded in the leg. The attack was made by 
the Indians in the presence of their agent. The troops 
defended themselves after repeated insults. Every effort 
was made to prevent trouble by the agent and the com- 
manding officer. Reports have reached Fort Leaven- 
worth that the Apaches are going peaceably to their 
new reservation at Tulerosa. 

Sivth Cavalry.—The headquarters, band, and Com- 

anies A, B, and L, Sixth Cavalry, left Fort Riley, 
Secon on the 3d inst., for their summer encampment, 
near Fort Hays, Kansas, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Thos. H. Neil, Brevet i\Brigadier-General 
U.S. Army. Near Fort Harker, Kansas, the column 
was joined by Major Compton and Company C of the 
same regiment. After establishing their camp near 
Fort Hays, where the command arrived May 9, and 
now is, Colonel Morris with a fifth company, F, of this 
regiment reported to General Neil for duty there. 
Sixteenth Infantry.—Brevet Major General G. Penny- 
packer, Colonel Sixteenth Infantry, sailed May 8, from 
New York in the Cunard Steamship Scotia, for an ex- 
tended trip through Europe. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Brigadier-General E. 0. C. Ord: Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska. 
The Department of the Platte is divided by General 
Orders, No. 12, May 16, 1872, into Districts to be con- 
stituted as follows: 
1. District of the East Platte—To comprise all that 
part of the Department included between the Mississippi 
river on the east and longitude 99 on the west. Head- 
quarters Omaha Barracks, Neb. Colonel I. N. Palmer, 
Second Cavalry, is assigned to the command. , 
2. District of the Republican—To comprise all that 
part of the Department lying between longitude 99 and 
102. Headquarters Fort McPherson, Neb. Colonel J. 
J. Reynolds, Third Cavalry, is assigned to the com- 
mand. 
3. District of the South Platte—To comprise all that 
part of the Department lying south of latitude 41 deg., 
45 min., and between longitude 102 and 106 deg.,}30 min., 
inclusive of such parts of the U. P. Railroad between these 
longitudes, as may lie north of latitude 41 deg., 45 min. 
Headquarters Fort D. A. Russell, W. T. Colonel! John 
H. King, Ninth Infantry, is assigned to the command. 
4. District of the Black Hills—To comprise all that 
part of the Department lying north of latitude 41 deg., 
45 min., and between longitude 102 and 106 deg., 30 min., 
exclusive of such parts of the U. P. Railroad as may lie 
between these longitudes. Headquarters Fort Laramie, 
W. T. QNolonel John E. Smith, Fourteenth Infantry, is 
assigned to the command. 
5. District of the Green River—To comprise all that part 
of the Department lying between longitude 106 deg., 30 
min., and its western boundaries, except Utah Territory. 
Headquarters Fort Fred. Steele, W. T. Colonel P. R de 
Trobriand, Thirteenth Infantry, is assigned to the com- 
mand. 
6. District of Utah—To comprise all of Utah Terri- 
tory. Headquarters Camp Douglas, U. T. Lieutenant 
Colonel H. A. Morrow, Thirteenth Infantry is assigned 
to the command. 
Each District Commander will retain command of his 
post, and may detail his Regimental or Post Adjutant 
tor duty as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General at Dis- 
trict Headquarters. No other District Staff will be al- 
lowed without special authority. The object in estab- 
lishing Districts is to facilitate the movement and con- 
centration of troops in case of Indian hostilities, and not 
to increase official correspondence. No returns of troops, 
by Districts, will be required from district command- 
ers. Stated reports, returns, etc., will be sent as hereto- 
fore by post commanders direct to Department Head- 
quarters. Such returns, reports, etc.,as may be neces- 
sary to keep the District Commander informed of the 
fighting strength of his command may be required by 
him. Troops in pursuit of hostile Indians will not con- 
fine themselves to District limits, but will pass such 
boundaries whenever required to ensure success. 
Upon the recommendation of the Medical Director of 
the ent, Assistant Surgeon J. M. Dickson, 
U. 8. Army, May 15, was relieved from duty at Omaha 
Barracks and ordered to report in person for duty to the 
commanding officer of Camp, on Red Willow. 
Fort Fetterman W. T.—A General Court Martial met 
at Fort Fetterman, W. T., May 22. Detail for the 
Court: Lieutenant-Colonel George A. Woodward ; Cap- 
tains David Krause, Joseph H. Van Derslice, Federick 
E. Trotter; First Lieutenant Robert P. Warren ; Second 
Lieutenants Patrick Hasson, Frauk Taylor. First Lieu- 
tenant Thomas F. Tobey, Fourteenth Infantry, judge- 
advocate. 
Second Cavalry.—Captain Noyes’ company (I), Second 
Cavalry, May 9 was ordered to march to Medicine Bow 
Station, and go into camp there until further orders. 
The commanding officer of this company will be governed 


ete. The transportation for his march will be returned 


ollowing detail from the officers of the Fifteenth: Cap- | to Fort Sanders, except one six-mule team. The com- 
Sykes, Twentieth Infantry ; | tains E. 


y will remain a portion of the garrison of Fort San- 
and be so : 
Thirteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant a H, 





First Lieutenant Thomas aaa 





Rogers May 9 waa ordered to South Pass, W, 7, om 
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business connected with the Subsistence Department. 
Having performed this duty, he will return to his 
proper station. 

Payment of Troops——Major C. M. Terrell, paymaster 
U. S. Army, May 9 was ordered to pay the troops at 
Forts Sanders, Fred. Steele, and Bridger, and at Camps 
Douglas, Brown, and Stambaugh, and their dependen- 


cies. 

Ninth Infantry—Second Lieutenant Hayden De 
Lany, May 11 was relieved from duty as acting com- 
missary of subsistence at Camp Ruggles, Neb, and 
ordered to turn over to First Lieutenant Thad. H. Cap- 
ron all public stores for which he may be responsible. 

Captain E. D. Baker, assistant quartermaster, May 11 
was ordered to take post at Salt Lake City, from which 
point to superintend shipments for the posts in Utah, 
and for Montana through an agent at Corinne, Utah. 

Trial of Ward-Burton Carbines.—The chief ordnance 
officer of the Department of the Platte, May 13, was order- 
edto issue for trial to the commanding officers of Com- 

ies C and E, Second Cavalry, twenty-one “ Ward- 

urton Carbines, calibre 50, Experimental Model 1871,” 
and to the commanding officers Companies D and F, 
Third Cavalry, seven ‘“ Ward-Burton Carbines, calibre 
50, Experimental Model 1871.” The commanding offi- 
cers of these companies will embody in their month] 
reports to the Chief of Ordnance, U. 8. Army, on “B. 
arms and ammunition,” their opinion as to the merits of 
these arms, and their fitness for service. A supply of 
the proper blanks for these reports will be sent them by 
the Chief of Ordnance officer of the department. The 
commanding officers of Companies C and E, Second 
Cavalry, on receipt of the Ward-Burton carbines about 
to be invoiced to them, will turn over seven of the Rem- 
ington, seven of the Springfield, and seven of the Sharp’s 
carbines, calibre 50, Experimental Model 1870, now in 
the hands of their companies, as follows, viz: Command- 
ing officer Company C, Second Cavalry, to commanding 
officer Company F, Third Cavalry. Commanding officer. 
Company E, Second Cavalry, to commanding officer, 
Company D, Third Cavalry. 


Trial of Remington, Springfield, and Sharp's Oarbines 
—The officers receiving the “ Remington, Springfield 
and Sharp’s Carbines, calibre 50, Experimental Model 
1870,” will embody in their monthly reports to the Chief 
of Ordnance, U. 8. Army, on “B. L. arms and ammuni- 
tion,” their opinion as to the merits of these arms, and 
their fitness for service. The commanding officers of 
Companies D and F, Third Cavalry, will turn over to 
the commanding officer Ordnance Depot, Omaha, Ne- 
braska, the Sharp’s carbines rendered surplus by the re- 
ceipt of the new arms. 


Trial of Cartridges.—The chief ordnance officer of the 
department has been ordered to issue for trial in service, 
to the commanding officers of Companies C and M, Sec- 
ond Cavalry, and C and E, Ninth Infantry, 500 
“wrapped metal cartridges, calibre 50.” The command- 
ing officers of these companies will embody in their 
monthly reports to the Chief of Ordnance U. S. Army, 
on “B. L. arms and ammunition,” their opinion as to the 
merits of this ammunition, and its fitness for service. 


Fifteenth Infantry.—Leave of absence for thirty days 
May 18 was granted Captain Robert A. Torrey, to take 
effect after the visit of the department commander to 
Camp Brown, W. T., in June. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS. 
Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 


Ninth Cavalry.—The Secretary of war May 18, re- 
ceived from General C. C. Augur, commanding the De- 
partment of Texas, his report, together with that of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Merritt, of the Ninth Cavalry, con- 
cerning the destruction by Indians, Mexicans and negro 
deserters from the Ninth Cavalry, of a Mexican supply 
train en routeto Fort Stockton, at Howard’s Well, near 
old Fort Lancaster, Texas, on the 20th of April last. 
The attack was made by a party of 125 to 150 men, and 
all the people with the train, seventeen in number, were 
killed or wounded except one woman. The train and 
commissary supplies belonging to the Government were 
all burned. General Augur says: 

On the 20th instant I arrived with the cavalry of my 
command at Howard’s Well, a few hours too late to pre- 
vent one of the most horrible massacres that has ever 
been perpetrated on this trontier. A Mexican train 
loaded with United States commissary and ordnance 
stores, on its way from Sun Antonio to Fort Stockton, 
was attacked by Indians, plundered and burned. All 
the people with the train, seventeen souls in all, were 
killed or wounded, except one woman. My command 
buried eleven bodies and brought three wounded men 
and one woman into this post. Before arriving at the 
burning train the first intimation we had of the horri- 
ble disuster was the charred and blackened corpses of 
some of the poor victims, but no one was alive to tell 
the horrors of the uffuir. I supposed up to this time 
that Captain Sheridan, with the infantry of my com- 
mand, was in camp at Howard’s Well, about a mile trom 
the scene of the massacre, and while yet some distance 
from the point, the smoke of the burning wagons, mie- 
taken for his camp fires, confirmed me in this belief. I 
knew, ut least, that a sergeant and four men were at the 
will in charge of forage. The command moved rapidly 
toward the well, when the sergeant in charge of the de- 
tachment at that point was met, and pointed out the 
course the Indians had taken with the stolen animals 
belonging to the train. In less time than it takes to 
relate it, the trail was found and a rapid pursuit was at 
once made by Companies A and H, of the Ninth Caval- 
ry, commanded respectively by Captain Cooney and 
Lieutenant Vincent. 

“ Aiter following the trail some seven or eight miles 
the eavelry came upon the Indians in force, on the sum- 
wit of a steep and almost impassible bluff. Here a 
sharp fight occurred, in which, I regret to say, Lieuten- 
ant Vincent fell while bravely leading and attempting 
to control his men. He died shortly after returning to 
camp, about ten o’clock that night. Captain Cooney was 
painfully, though fot seriously injured by his horse fall- 





ing and dragging him while moving at a rapid gait. 
He, however, remounted and retained his command. 
The men of his company behaved very well], but being in 
a great part recruits, without experience in Indian fight- 
ing, which was the case in Company H to a still greater 
extent, they squandered their ammunition, as sometimes 
even old troops not well under control will do with re- 
peating or magazine arms. Lack of ammunition and 
supplies, as the command was changing its station with 
limited transportation, made a protracted pursuit of the 
Indians impracticable. 

“T regret very much that Merritt was not in condition 
to have punished these Indians severely, but he was 
changing stations, with all the impedimenta usual on 
such occasions, with barely sufficient transportation and 
supplies to last his command on the road. Lieutenant 
F. R. Vincent, of the Ninth Cavalry, did not receive a 
necessarily fatal wound, but seeing that his new men 
required the stimulus of his example, he insisted upon 
being put on his horse, and placed himself at their head, 
when, from his exertions and consequent loss of blood, 
he soon fell exhausted and never recovered. 

“A woman who escaped reports that six Indians were 
killed in the fight. ords failed to convey an idea of 
the sickening atrocities committed by the demons who 
overpowered the train men. Some of them were taken 
alive, tied to wagons and burned. An old woman was 
carried some distance from the place of the attack and 
then shot and scalped. Her grandchild had its ears cut 
off, was scalped and had its brains dashed out, while her 
daughter, the mother of the child, who witnessed it all, 
as also the death of her husband at the train, was 
carried off by the fiends. More than one poor wretch 
crawled from the burning wagons, after the ropes which 
bound them had burned off, only to burn to blackened 
unrecognizable masses, with their charred hands and 
faces raised in positions of entreaty. 

“The train had ninemen withit. The remainder of the 
party were women andchildren. It is feared one woman 
was taken away by the band, though it is possible that she 
as well as the other body unaccounted for was burned to 
ashes with the wagons. It is reported that the band 
consisted of from one hundred and twenty-five to one 
hundred and fifty men, and was composed of Indians, 
Mexicans, and deserters from the Army. A number of 
arms and supplies of ammunition were taken from the 
train by the band before burning it. How many arms I 
cannot say. It was the supply which was lately sent 
from the Arsenal at San Antonio to Fort Stockton. 
General Augur in this report expresses the opinion that 
the Indians came from Mexico, and this belief is sus- 
tained by the fact that Mexicans and deserters from 
colored regiments were with them, such deserters uni+ 
versally escaping into Mexico.” 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General Geo. @. Meade: H'dq'rt'rs, Philadelphia.’ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

Brigadier-Gen. Irvin McDowell: Cor. Greene and Houston Sts., N.Y. 


The following named officers were registered at head- 
quarters Department of the East, for the week ending 
May 21, 1872: Second Lieutenant Barnet Wager, Sec- 
ond Artillery ; Captain William McCleane, Eighth Cav- 
arly; Major De Witt Clinton, judge-advocate U. 8. 
Army; First Lieutenant Duncan Sherman, First Cav- 
alry; Captain H. F. Brewerton, Fifth Artillery; Cap- 
tain J. B. Campbell, Fourth Artillery ; Captain G. Rus- 
sell, Third Cavalry; First Lieutenant E. Van A. An- 
druss, First Artillery; Second Lieutenant George 8. 
Wilson, Twelfth Infantry; Captain L. L. Langdon, 
First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant Clarence O. Howard, 
Second Artillery. 

Fort Columbus, N. Y. H.—A General Court-martial 
met at Fort Culumbus, N. Y. H., May 23. Detail for 
the court: Major M. M. Blunt, Fourteenth Infantry ; 
Captain C. A. Wykoff, Eleventh Infantry; Captain W. 
8. Worth, Eighth Infantry; First Lieutenant G. W. H. 
Stouch, Third Infantry; First Lieutenant Mott Hooton, 
Twenty-second Infantry; Second Lieutenants H. W. 
Hubbell, Jr., First Artillery ; Second Lieutenant John 
Pope, Jr., First Artillery. Second Lieutenant C. A. 
Earnest, Eighth, Infantry, is appointed judge-advo- 
cate. 

Fort Trumbull, Conn.—A General Court-martial met 


DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. George Cook, Headquarters, Detroit., Mich. 
Having completed the duties for which he was de- 
tained by G. O. No. 26, c. s., from Department head- 
quarters, Lieutenant-Colonel S. B. Holabird, D. Q. G., 
May 15 was relieved from duty in this Department, and 
ordered to comply with par. 4, 8. O. No. 74, o. 8., War 
Department, Adjutant-General’s office. 

First Infantry.—A telegraphic Order, dated May 13, 
from department headquarters, the comman 
officer at Fort Gratiot, ers i ery wn pe = 
twenty-one men, fully equi or field duty, to repo 
to Onntain Kinzie Bates, First Infantry, at Houghton, 
Mich. 

The special instructions, same date, from department 
headquarters, directed the commanding officer of Fort 
Wayne, Mich., to send | Company D, First Infantry, to 
en Michigan, via Chicago, Ils. and Marquette, 
Mich. 

Payment of Troops —Paymaster H. C. Pratt, chief 
paymaster of this department, May 16 was directed to 
pay the troops at the following named stations, on com- 
pletion of which duty he will return to his station, De- 
troit, Mich.: “ Fort Porter, Fort Niagara, Fort Ontario, 
and Madison Barracks, New York. 

Fort Brady, Mich—Thinking that the readers 
of your valuable paper have forgotten that thero is 
such a place as Fort Brady, Michigan, I beg to remind 
both you and them that Fort Brady still exists, and that 
there are also two companies of the First Infantry sta- 
tioned therein, which companies are designated A and 
K, and the members of which are proud to inform you 
that, by the kind permission of Major De Russy, com- 
manding, and under the patronage of the officers of the 
garrison, they have been enabled to maintain an amateur 
dramatic company since September last, and have thus 
been able to pass with pleasure one of the severest 
winters known for over twenty years in this part of 
the secluded world. The company was first organized by 
our present stage manager, who well knew the difficulties 
incident to the getting up of such, but with a determina- 
tion not to be daunted, our boys were called .together, 
by-laws submitted, eighteen members enrolled, a sub- 
scription gotten up, officers elected, and then the tug of 
war commenced. Our old tumble-down cow-shed, with 
feet of manure, filth, ete., was cleaned, a good stage 
21 feet long and 14 feet 10 inches clear of side wings 
built, the place neatly decorated, and seats put up with 
backs and a raised dais built for the officers. In fact the 
place was quite a transformation scene in the “ Arabian 
Nights,” and to-day there are few second-rate theatres 
in your principal towns that can compete with the Fort 
Brady Dramatic Association (height of stage —— 
The management has been well done by Messrs. Whit- 
man, Rogers, Butcher, McHugh, and the stage manager. 
The pieces selected have displayed the talents of the 
various performers to the greatest advantage, and con- 
sidering that, with the exception of stage manager and 
not more than two others, they were strangers to the 
stage, the stage manager is ing of praise for the 
manner in which the pieces have been brought before the 

ublic, who have been delighted. The pieces which 
lose been put on the stage show what the company can 
do. “To Paris and Back for £5,” “The Charcoal 
Burner,” “ Michael Erle,the Maniac Lover,” “ Ben Bolt,” 

“« Rddystone Elf,” and others, have been rendered in a 
style that would surprise some of your city managers. 
As a matter of course, we have had our minstrel troupe. 
The scenery has been done by Messrs. Brown and 
Homan, who have displayed great artistic skill. The 
stage carpentry has been well represented by George 
Evans. Rogers, of the troupe, deserves special mention 
for the way in which he has exerted himeelf for the good 
of the company. In fact, from the least to the greatest 
deserve praise. Mr. Snozzle, a comedian, is quite at 
homo in comedy, ably seconded by that funny old man, 
Mr. Whitman. Mr. Brown as the “Charcoal Burner,” 
“Ben Bolt,” and the “ Maniac Lover,” is very good in- 
deed and deserves great credit. Mr. Daly as walking 
gentleman, Messrs. Hale, Homan, Baker, Foley, Halpine, 
Evans, and Rogers act their parts well, and need not be 
alarmed at asking a continuance of applause. Messrs. 
McHugh, Randall, and Haselden represent the female 
character to such a nicety that detection of sex is almost 
impossible. Now, sir, what do you think of the Fort 
Brady boys? Were it not for them, you might as well 





at Fort Trumbull, Conn., May 22. Detail for the court: 
Captain G. A. Kensel, Fifth Artillery; Assistant Sur- 
geon D. L. Huntington, U.S. Army; First Lieutenants 
Paul -Roemer, Frank Thorp, and T. R. Adams, and Sec- 
ond Lieutenant A. L. Morton, Fifth Artillery. Second 
Lieutenant J. E. Sawyer, Fifth Artillery, is appointed 
judge-advocate. 

David's Island, N. Y. H--A General Court-martial 
met at David’s Island, N. Y. H., May 22. Detail for the 
court: Lieutenant-Colonel H. D. Walien, Captains E. 
W. H. Read and G. M. Brayton, First Lieutenant F. A. 
Whitney, and Second Lieutenants J. W. Summerhays, 
P. H. Ray, and J. McE. Hyde, Eighth Infantry. Second 
Lieutenant John O’Connell, Eighth Infantry, is ap- 
pointed judge-advocate. 

“ King’s Bridge.”—So much of 8. O. No. 827, head- 
quatters Department of Virginia, series of 1865, as di- 
rects that officers, soldiers, and others in the military 
service of the United States, be allowed to pass, free of 
charge the structure known as “ King’s Bridge,” con- 
structed by the Engineer Department U. S. Army. cross- 
ing the James River between Richmond and Manches- 
ter, upon the site formerly occupied by “‘Mayo’s Bridge,” 
is, by direction of the Secretary of War, revoked. 

Fort Warren, Mass.—The leave of absence for seven 
days granted Chaplain O. E. Herrick, U. S. Army, in 
Urdcrs No. 20, headquarters Fort Warren, Mass., May 
14, 1872, has been extended fifteen days, or such portion 
thereof as he may find necessary. 

First Artillery.—The leave of absence for seven days 
granted Captain L. L. Langdon, in orders No. 72, bead- 
quarters Plaitsburg Barracks, N. Y., May 16, was ex- 


say good-by to all recolleetions of civilization. 

First Infantry.—Our soldiers of the First seem to be 
popular among the Lake Superior miners they have 
been sent out to keep in order. A despatch from Stough- 
ton, Mich., May 21, says seven prisoners were arrested 
on Sunday night and lodged in jail. While the arrests 
were being made the miners gave three groans for the 
Sheriff and officers of the mine and three cheers for the 
soldiers. No resistance was made by those arrested. 
Bail to the amount of $20,000 has been offered for the 
release of the prisoners, but it has not been accepted. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 


Maj.-Gen. J. M. Schofield: Wdq'rtrs, San Francisco, Cal. 

The following officers reported at Headquarters Mili- 
tary Division of the Pacific during the week ending ad 
14, 1872: Acting Assistant Surgeon W. B. Dods, U. 8. 
Army ; Acting Assistant Surgeon D. D. T. Nestell, U. 
8. Army ; Second Lientenant 8. P. ne Twenty-first 
Infantry; Second Lieutenant M. Crawfo d, Second Ar- 
tillery;; Captain Evan Miles, Twenty-first Infantry ; 
First Lieutenant William F. Spurgin, Twenty-first In- 
fantry; Second Lieutenant C. M. Rockefeller, Ninth 
Infantry. 

Second Artillery. —A. A. Surgeon H. H. Davis, U. S. 
Army, May 8 was detailea as medical officer to accompany 
Battery H, Second Artillery, to Sitka, Alaska, and to re- 
turn to Portland, Oregon, with Battery I, Second Ar- 
tillery, relieved. On the completion of this duty he 
will report for orders to the commanding officer, Depart- 
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tended three days. 


ment of the Columbia. 
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The Editor invites for this department of the Jovrnat all facts . ao 
ot te to the Hoty, Se aelicenasiehe tndiieusemannian the Hartford, which is slowly nearing completion ; a few 


of officers or vessels. 





VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


THE work of demolishing the Vandalia in the d 
dock at the Navy-yard, Charlestown, is nearly completed. 


Tue U. S. steamer Frolic arrived at Portsmouth| Zhe Tallapoosa towed to this port the United 


naval station on Tuesday, May 7, with 60 men for the 
Tuscarora. 


Tue House Naval Committee, it is said, will report 
adversely on the bill to make the number of captains on 
the active list of the Navy seventy instead of fifty, and 
the number of commanders seventy instead of ninety. 


Tue following nominations have been confirmed by 
the Senate: Captain Daniel Ammen, chief of Bureau of 
Navigation, Navy Department, to be commodore in the 
Navy; Gilbert Morton, to be ensign in the Navy. 


Mr. Brooks introdued a bill in the House last week 
providiug for the establishment of an iron ship-building 
yard on the waters falling into the Atlantic, and another 
on the Mississippi river or its tributaries, for the pur- 
pose of affording facilities to the Navy. 


Tue Naval Appropriation, which finally passed Con- 
gress May 17, contains a provision providing that skill 
in workmanship shall be the only requisite for employ- 
ment in the Navy-yards, and that political considerations 
shall not be a cause for either the retention or appoint- 
ment of mechanics. 


THE House Committee on Naval Affairs May 7 agreed 
to postpone until December next the Senate bill pro- 
viding for the promotion of Commodore Green and 
fourteen other naval officers, in accordance with the re- 

rt a the board of which Vice-Acmiral Rowan was 

esident. 


THE nomination of Medical Director J. O. Palmer as 
chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, Navy De- 
partment, will, it is reported, be held in abeyance until 
the Senate takes action on the resolution offered by 
Senator Vickers regarding the alleged injustice done 
Medical Director Ninian Pinkney, who, it is claimed, is 
entitled by right and rank to the position. 


TRIALS of all the apparatus to be used by the life- 
saving stations on the coasts of New Jersey and Long 
Island, under Captain Faunce, of the revenue service, 
will take place on the 27th of May—Monday next. 
Boats leave pier 28, North river, at 6:40 and 9:40 a. M., 
conveying a commission from Washington, and the 
Japanese Government commission, and all persons inter- 
ested in this affair. 


TuE California, the flagship of Rear-Admiral John A. 
Wins low, arrived at Callao, April 20, from Valparaiso, 
via Coquimbo and Caldera. Political affairs were quiet 
on the coast, and no complaints were heard from the 
Americans, who seemed to stand in high repute. Most 
of the commerce on the coast is carried on by French 
and English lines of steamers. Merchant vessels bear- 
ing our flag are seldom met with except at Callao or the 
Guanape islands. 


A LETTER from an officer in the Russian fleet at 
Shanghai, China, says that the Grand Duke Alexis will 
return by the way of the Sandwich Islands and San 
ape mong He is expected to reach that city in Septem- 

r next, 


THE President has made an arrangement or treat 
with the chief of Tutuila, one of the N: avignter'e 
Islands, for a naval station and coal depot. The island 
is seventeen miles in le and five in breadth, and is 
represented as abounding in fruits, with a healthy at- 
mosphere. It is stated in official documents that a wharf 
can easily be constructed and all the desired advantages 
obtained in one of the finest harbors of the world at a 
comparatively trifling cost. 


THE report of the disaster to the officers and crew of 
the Kansas at Greytown, on the 12th of April, has been 
received at the Navy De ent from mander 
Hatfield. Commander Hatfield has recommended that 
medals of honor be given to James Smith, John Johnson, 
R. T. Pile, Austin Denham, John O'Neil, and George 
Hall, for meritorious conduct on that occasion. 


DESPATCHES from Hayti state that great excitement 
was created at Cape Haytien on the 19th of April by 
the landing from the U.S. war steamer Nantasket of a 
boat's crew and a howitzer at a place called Carrenage. 
It appears that the object was simply to exercise the 
men, but the commander of the department, General 
Nord Alexis, considered it an act of hostility, and im- 
mediately posted off a detachment of troops to ascertain 
why the “foutres blancs” were landing foreign guns on 
Haytien soil. He also remonstrated with the United 
States Consul, who on his part remonstrated with Cap- 
tain Carpenter. The latter re-embarked his howitzer 
and men and proceeded to Port-au-Prince. 


THE board of visitors to the Naval Academy were re- 
ceived at the academy Monday, May 20, with the usual 
honors. <A review of the battalion of cadet midshipmen 
took place, and the grounds and buildings were inspect- 
ed. On Tuesday, May 21, the examination commenced. 
The bail to be given upon the breaking up of the scholas- 
tic year, next month, is already Leginuing toattract atten- 
tion. Tuesday morning, May 22, while the midshipmen 
were being examined in practical seamanship by the 
Board of Visitors, in setting and furling sails, etc., on 
board the ship Dale, Midshipman Fidelio 8. Carter, of 
Illinois, fell irom below the foretopsail yard arm, striking 
the rigging in his fall, into the water. Midshi 
H. McLean, of New York, and RB. W. Galt, of 


irginia, | munitions on boerd which ‘were not to be found on her 





were rescued by the boat. Carter was badly bruised, 
but it is thought he has sustained no serious injury. 


ArT the Brooklyn Navy- very little is being done 
for the want of ds. ere are a few men at work on 


men are also engaged on the Tennessee’s old machinery. 
The only thing of real interest at the yard at present is 
the construction of the new torpedo boat, the description 
of which was published last week, which has about forty 
men at work uponit. The U. 8. steamer and transport 
Te Lieutenant D, G. McRitchie commanding, 
arrived at the yard May 19, unloaded and loaded freight. 


States steamship Swatara, 1,150 tons, from Norfolk, 
Va., where she has been laid up since her return from 
the West India station. On survey she has been found 
unfit for repairs, her timbers being in an advanced state 
of decay, and she will be broken up. The keel of a sloop- 
of-war was laid at the Navy-yard about two months ago. 
and the frame is in course of construction. She will be 
named the Swatara, and is about the same measurement 
as the one to be broken up. The 7Zallapoosa sailed, May 
21, for Portsmouth, whence she will take the United 
States paddle-wheel steamer Gettysburg in tow to Wash- 
ington Navy-yard, where she will be at once repaired 
and refitted for service. 
THE Detroit, Mich. Post reports that the United 
States steamer Michigan, third rate (8), arrived there Nat- 
urday, May 18, on her annual cruise up the lakes, and 
was to sail for Lake Monday, May 20. The following is 
her. list. of officers: Commander George Brown, com- 
manding ; Lieutenant-Commander O. V. Gridley, execu- 
tive officer ; Lieutenant, T. C. Terrell; Masters, Hunt- 
ington Smith and Fred. Singer; Midshipman, James 
Gore; Mate, Cornelius Cronin; Chief Engineer, W. B. 
Brooks; First Assistant Engineer, John Borthwick; 
Surgeon, Adrian Hudson; Paymaster, George H. Lyon; 
Captain’s Clerk, Charles Holt; Paymaster’s Clerk, James 
Odell; Pilots, Hinton and Murphy. The Michigan, the 
Post adds, is the only vessel on the lakes belonging to the 
United States Navy. She is fully manned and equipped, 
and is well worthy a visit. On the ship every attention 
will es) we by officers and men, and no one making the 
visit will have occasion to regret it. 

THE Detroit Post has this interesting little item: 
“For many years two 1] 
of the armament of the British fleet on Lake Erie, in 
command of Admiral Barclay, in the war of 1812, and 
which were captured by Commodcre Perry in the cele- 
brated battle of the 10th of September, have done igno- 
minious duty on the dock at the foot of Cass street as 
hitching posts for vessels to tie up to. In extending the 
dock recently these 8 were removed. One of them 
was carted up to the foot of Woodward avenue, where it 
lay for some time, and it was finally sold by the cartman 
for his fees to a foundryman for old iron. Subsequently 
a few patriotic gentlemen made up a purse, bought the 
gun, and presented it to the city as a trophy of Ameri- 
can valor worth preserving. The owners of the other 
gun also presented it to the city. Aegrention has now 
been made to the proper authorities for two naval gun- 
carriages, and it is proposed to mount these guns and 
place them one on each side of the Woodward avenue 
entrance to the City Hall. 
A CORRESPONDENT writing from Lima, April 21, says: 
“Seldom has the naval power of the United States been as 
well ——- in the waters of Peru as at the present 
time. obedience to an order emanating from Rear- 
Admiral John A. Winslow, commanding the Pacific 
fleet, the harbor of Callao now rejoices in the presence of 
five of Uncle Sam’s vessels—the California, bearing the 
broad pennant of the Admiral; the Ossipee, commanded 
by Captain J. N. Miller; the Resaca, Commander Na- 
thaniel Greene ; the St. Mary’s, Commander Harris, and 
the storeship Onward, Commander Geo. White. This 
formidable conjunction of our ships of war rather excited 
Peruvian curiosity on their first arrival. Rumors of all 
natures and descriptions were put in circulation, but 
finally the good people of Lima and Callao were per- 
suaded of our pacific intentions, and soon regained their 
equanimity. The rendezvous was ordered by Admi 
Winslow for the purpose of general inspection and for 
the trial by court-martial of a number of seamen charged 
with desertion, disobedience, etc. This last duty is be- 
ing carried on energetically, its highly unplensant char- 
acter rendering the officers forming the courts doubly 
active in their endeavors to reach the end. The Pen- 
sacola, one of the finest vessels in our Navy, with Com- 
modore Stembel on board, is expected to arrive shortly. 
It is tly regreted that Admiral Winslow’s health re- 
ceived a severe shock while on the from the 
Sandwich Islands to Valparaiso, but now the gallant 
veteran is steadily improving. Mrs. and Miss Winslow, 
accompanying the Admiral, express their enjoyment of 
the trip and take great interest in the peculiar features 
of the coast. The Lima belles gaze complacently on the 
stalwart figures and handsome faces of the officers who 
roam through the quaint streets of the capital, hunting 
up its curiosities, and the admiration is returned; but 
the fatal barrier of language is always interposing itself 
to a further acquaintance. The important’ position 
which these republics are now assuming would seem to 
render necessary a stricter attention to the study of 
Spanish at Annapolis. The enjoyment to be derived 
from its acquisition is certainly a sufficient incentive to 
application and success. The health of the officers and 
men on board the squadron is excellent. The ships will 
remain until about the 10th of May, and then disperse 
along the north and south coasts. e fine condition of 
the squadron attracts much attention and eulogy from 
the Peruvian and foreign naval officers in port.” 

Tue U.S. flagship Worcester left Key West, May 10, for 
Kingston, Jamaica, to inquire into the Hdgar A. Siewart 
difficulty. A despatch from Kingston, Jamaica, May 10, 
reports that the steamer Hdgar Stewart arrived there on the 





jumped overboard after him and kept him afloat until all |clearance papers, and which would, had they been dis- 


covered on board prior to her leaving port, have given 
sufficient ground for her detention under a charge of 
violating the re pag: J laws of the United States 
Prior to her arrival in Jamaica she made the island of 
Cuba, and her instructions were that she should not 
sight the island of Cuba at all in daylight, but from 4 
given point which should be shown her commander, and 
at a time which he should be informed of by some ong 
on board of her. She should then proceed in a diregt 
line “ through a channel,” at night, “so as to be seen 
from neither point.” This she accomplished, and landed 
a boat with ten armed men; but as these did not return, 
and as daylight was gaining upon them, the Hagar 
Stewart put out again to sea, but returned the following 
night, in the hope that their missing companions might 
be heard from; but, though the steamer made signals, 
no boat came off. The crew (or rather the Cubans on 
board) then rose against the captain and took command 
of the steamer themselves ; but sighting a Spanish gun. 
boat in the offing, which gave them chase, they restored 
the captain to his command and ran into the port of 
Kingston, Jamaica, at night, where she reported herself 
in distress. On arrival at Kingston, having powder on 
board, according to harbor regulations she was not al- 
lowed to proceed further than Fort Augusta, where all 
such combustible material must be deposited. While 
here, the captain preferred charges of “ mutiny and pi- 
racy ” against those on board, and they in turn preferred 
charges of filibustering against the captain, who, to 
make matters still worse, stated that he apprehended 
that those on board would carry off his vessel, leavin 
him behind. These several declarations were forward 
to the Governor and the United States consnl, and in ac- 
cordance with a law which enables the Governor of this 
island, on certain representations of the collector of 
customs, to detain such a vessel pending an investiga 
tion, she was taken in charge by the naval authorities at 
Port Royal. These circumstances brought about an 
examination, and it was found that the coal on board the 
Edgar Stewart was strongly charged with bacon, and 
that she was capable of running sixteen knots an hour. 
It now became a question with the Governor how they 
could deal with this vessel. She had reported herself in 
distress, but then there were these declarations of those 
on board as to the unlawful eharacter of her mission, 
and this was supported by the nature of her cargo. 


arge guns, which were part | There was, therefore, considerable delay; but the Gov- 


ernment eventually decided on letting her go, and s0 
informed her commander and the United States consul, 
to whom she was delivered over. Meanwhile a Spanish 
steamer-of-war came to look after the Mdgar Stewart, 
and not long after her the American steamer-of-war 
Wyoming, from Key West. The officers of her Majes- 
ty’s steamer Plover, who had been keepirg a strict 
watch upon the Hdgar Stewart to prevent her escape, 
and who had their guns loaded and bearing upon her da 
and night, were sadly disappointed when they foun 
they had to grant her liberty, and still more chagrined 
when they found the Hdgar Stewart again captured by 
the captain of the United States steamer Wyoming, who 
put an armed crew on board of her and announced his 
intention of carrying her off to Key West, where he de- 
clared the British authorities had a right to have taken 
her as a prize for adjudication. While the Hdgar Steu- 
art was in charge of her Majesty’s steamer Plover, the 
latter vessel having just returned from a cruise off 
Hayti, had not a ton of coal on board, and it was found 
difficult to keep up the appearance of readiness. When 
she was absent coaling, although the Stewart had been 
told not to leave port, and which she might easily have 
done during the night for all her Majesty’s steamer Plo- 
ver could have done to prevent her, it was found that she 
was getting up steam. The Plover, which had been 
shovelling in coal into the furnaces as it was being 
brought on board in baskets, then came up, but before 
she came alongside the dar Stewart, the engineers of 
the latter had turned on their hose and put out the fires; 
and on being charged with an attempt to escape, declared 
they had no fires and no steam, yet the engines were 80 
hot that the engineers of her Majesty’s steamer Plover 
found it impossible then to disconnect the engines, 
which they afterward did, to prevent any similar at- 
tempt to escape. It is now stated that an officer and 
crew from the Wyoming will take the Hdgar Stewart, 
convoy her to sea, and then despatch her to Key West 
in charge of an officer and crew, who will be responsible 
for her going nowhere else. 





ALMOST A FIGHT. 
THE KANSAS SHOWS NER TEETH TO THE SPANIARD. 


THE following despatch [from Lieutenant-Comman- 
der White, commanding the Aansas, will awaken a 
thrill of the old war spirit among our naval officers, and 
give rise, we fear, toa wicked regret that our Yankee 
boys should have come so near, and yet have missed, an 
opportunity to show their mettle: 


UNITED STATES STEAMER Kansas (Third rate), } 
ASPINWALL, U.S. C., April 27, 1872. 

To Hon. George M. Robeson, Secretary of the Navy. 

Srr: I have the honor to make the following repcrt 
in relation to the departure of the steamer Virginius, 
from this harbor, and the means which were taken by 
this vessel to enforce respect for the flag under which 
she sailed: On the morning of the 25th instant the mail 
steamer Rising Star arrived from New York, bringing 
no instructions from the Department of State to the 
United States Consul, but informing him that a man-of- 
war had been sent here. Under the circumstances I 
advised him to withhold the Virginius’ papers until the 
arrival of said man-of-war; but this he declined to do, 
saying there was no cause whatever for her detention, and 
that he had shipped her crew that day, and that her 


14th of April, under peculiar circumstances. She cleared | papers would be ready at an early hour the next _morn- 
en R.| from New London, Conn., for Key West, but there were | ing, 26th instant. I therefore came on board ship, and 


as soon as night set in cleared shipfor action and load- 





ed the battery. ThisI did under cover of dazkness, for 


May 25, 1879, 








May 


— 


the rea 
tion w] 
to belie 
intent, 
measul 
he mig 
mornitr 
visible 
closely 
ting w 
rifle pi 
‘was po 
board 
to qua 
showil 
castle, 
the po 
nition 
fully a 
the g 
the ca 
their 
ns, 
11 th 
me a ¢ 
“ A” 
her re 
cates 
officer 
captai 
Amer 
shipp’ 
by th 
healt! 
erical 
whetl 
in an; 
pursu 
there 
leare 
myse 
sent ] 
amin 
who, 
sion ¢ 
the c 
“ a 
“ A> 
the 
lettiz 
and 1 
migh 
this 
plan 
mov 
resp 
atta 
tion 
latic 
mat 
tain 
by f 
A 
weis 
wen 
dow 
took 
80 a 
this 
the 
the 
The 
occe 
gra 
four 
hou 
halt 
arc: 
@ 
spe 
ing 
her 
tha 
hac 
tho 


ad w@ Feelin a.beta eo a a ae 








4 
i 
bs 





May 25, 1872. 


ARMY AND. NAVY JOURNAL. 


655 
SS 








the reason that I thought it best to make no demonstra- 
tion which might lead the commander of the Pizarro 
to believe the preparations were being made with hostile 
intent, for the reason that they were precautionary 
measures merely, and I did not desire todo anything which 
he might construe as mere bravado. During the next 
morning, 26th instant, preparations for sea were clearly 
visible on board the Virginiuvs.~ Her motions were 
closely followed by the Pizarro. Both vessels were get- 
ting up steam, and their boats were hoisted. The large 
rifle pivot of the Pizarro, mounted on the mortar deck, 
was pointed upon the Virginius, as well as her two star- 
board broadside guns. I therefore sent*the men quietly 
to quarters, making no display above the rail, neither 
showing a crew at the rifled 20-pounder or the fore- 
castle, nor making a display of the marine guard on 
the poop deck. Served out an gmple ‘supply of ammu- 
nition tor small arms and pistbls, and inspected vare- 
fully all arrangements for supplying powder and fighting 
the guns; made preparation for slipping and buoying 
the cable. This being done, I caused the men to leave 
their quarters; their belts, equipped, to be deposited at the 
ns, ready for use at a moment’s notice. At half-past 
11 the United States Consul caiae on board, handing 
me 4 communication, a copy of which I enclose, marked 
“A.” He brought with him the papers of the Virginius, 
her register, original crew list, shipping articles, certifi- 
eates of discharge of original crew, signed by consular 
officers of the United States; the discharge of her former 
captain, the appointment of her present captain, an 
American citizen, born in the city of New York; the 
shipping articles of her present crew, said crew shipped 
by the United States Consul at this port; her bill of 
health and the papers permitting her to clear as an Am- 
erican vessel. I then asked Mr. Perry, the consul, 
whether the manner of clearing the Virginius differed 
in any respect from that which he was accustomed to 
pursue in the clearance of vessels concerning which 
there was no question. He informed me that he had 
leared her in the ordinary manner. Having satisfied 
myself that her papers, as shown to me, were correct, I 
sent Master F. A. Howes, in whose presence I had ex- 
amined the papers, on board the steamer Virginius, 
who, on his return, reported the papers in the posses- 
sion of her captain. I then sent a communication to 
the commander of the Pizarro. I enclose a copy marked 
“B,” sending him a copy of tho enclosed paper marked 
“A.” This communication, informing him in regard to 
the papers of the Virginius, I sent for the purpose of 
letting him clearly understand the condition of affairs, 
and that, should he then fire upon the American flag, he 
might the more fully appreciate the probable action of 
this ship, and in order also, should he carry out the 
plans indicated by the pointing of his guns and his 
movements in this port during the last few weeks, the 
responsibility might be the more certainly and strongly 
attached to the commander of the Pizarro and the na- 
tion he represents. Furthermore, being in amicable re- 
lations with her commander, [ conceived it would be a 
matter of courtesy to inform him myself regarding cer- 
tain things, which I would not permit him to ascertain 
by force. 

At five minutes to two, P. M., the Virginius got under 
weigh. At the same moment we slipped our chain, 
went to quarters and cast loose battery and sanded 
down decks fore and aft. The Virginius immediately 
took up position on our port bow. We steamed ahead, 
so as to bring the Pizarro on oyr starboard quarter. In 
this relative position the two Besscls proceeded to sea, 
the Virginius being about two cables length ahead, and 
the Pizarro three cables length off our starboard quarter. 
The Virginius stood up the coast about north-northeast, 
eccasionally standing more to the northward, thus 
gradually diverging from the coast until we were about 
four miles off. During the first three quarters of an 
hour the Virginius dropped us until we were from u 
half to three-fourths of a mile astern. The Pizarro we 
dr pped very rapidly, and it soon became evident thet the 
Viegsuius was more thana match for her in point of 
speed. At 3.30, or about an hour and a half after leav- 
ing port, the Virginius slowed down, and as we Japped 
her Oaptain Bowen, her conunander, hailed us and said 
that he felt no appreliensions whatever ; that so tar he 
had carried only nine pounds of steam, and that he 
thought he could look out for himself. 

During this hour and a half we had not logged more 
than eight knots, and the Pizarro was about three miles 
astern. I continued in company with the Virginius for 
an hour longer, until half past four, at which time, as 
nearly as I could judge, the /izarro was about five miles 
astern. I went about and on my return passed close 
aboard the Pizarro, so closely that I could recognize her 
commander without a glass. 

She was pitching very much, and from the volume of 
dense smoke which was constantly emitted from her two 
smoke pipes I am of the opinion that her fires were 
being forced and that she was making all possible speed. 
When abreast of the Pizarro I locked at the Virginius. 
She was completely hull down, her paddle-boxes just 
showing above the horizon. I reached our former 
anchorage about half past six and picked up the chain 
which we had slipped. In returning to this port with- 
out having convoyed the Virginius farther I was 
governed by these reasons: In the first place, the duty 
upon which this ship is ordered is of such a nature that 
were I to absent myself for any considerable length of 
time from this coast I should thereby seriously interfere 
with the plansof thedepartment in the second place, 
Tleft her in what I considered a position free from 
danger, and because I believe that under the circum- 
stances the commander of the Pizarro will not molest her 
Without further instructions from his government. In 
the third piace, I have information that the United 
States steamer Wyoming is ordered here, therefore per- 
mitting the Kansas to resume her duty in connection 
with the Nicaragua surve y: 

The Pizarro is a paddie-wheel, dockyard built vessel, 
of about, as nearly as I can judge from her outside and 
@ hasty glance on her deck when visiting her com- 
mander, eight hypndred tons, old measurement. Her 


captain volunteered the information to me that she was 
1,400 tons, Spanish measurement. She is brigantine 
rigged, and carries six guns, all rifled. On her forecastle 
she carries a pivot gun about the size of one of our sixty 
pound Parrotts.. She carries four broadside guns, which, 
I think, are 32-pounders, rifled. Her after pivot has the 
appearance of a gun of the old pattern, somewhat simi- 
lar to an army gun, and I should say it had been a 64- 
pounder, rifled. Her quarterdeck is flush aft, so that 
this gun may be mancuvred with rapidity, and can be 
fired from well forward of the beam on each side to right 
aft. I beg to inform you that the usual visits of cour- 
tesy were exchanged between the two ships. I have 
never been on board the Virginius, nor have I had any 
intercourse with her people except with her captain on 
the quarterdeck of the ship, whither he was brought by 
the United States Consul, and at the Consulate, where 
I met him by accident on the day previous to her sailing. 
I cannot conclude this report without expressing to you 
with what pride I looked upon the officers and men of 
this vessel as we steamed out of the harbor, as they stood 
on the sanded deck armed and equipped at their loaded 
guns. I could read determination in the faces of all. 
Every man would have done his duty. Should an en- 
gagement have taken place, I leave it to those who be- 
lieve in Dahlgren guns @nd American men-of-war’s-men 
to conjecture what would have been the result. What 
may have been the plans of the Department and govern- 
ment relative to the protection of the Virginius or her 
detention in this port, I had no means of knowing. I 
found myself unexpectedly called upon to act, and in so 
doing I have taken what I conceive to be the proper and 
only course. I trust that my action will meet with your 
approval. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 

EDWIN WHITE. 
Lieutenant Commander, commanding United States 
Steamer Kansas, 
The following is the endorsement of the Secretary of 
the Navy :— 
The whole course of conduct in relation to the Virgin- 
ius is approved in every respect. 
GEORGE M. RoBeEsoy, Secretary. 


The following are the accompanying papers above re- 
ferred to, marked “ A” and “B”: 


CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
ASPINWALL, U.S. C., April 26, 1872. ; 
Lientenant-Commander Edwin White, commanding U." S. steamer 
K-insas. 
St: The master of the American steamship Virginius 
having notified me that his vessel is ready for sea, I have 
the honor to inform you that she will proceed to Puerto 
Cabello, Venezuela,.according to the clearance I have 
given her; and to avoid any question that may hereaf- 
ter arise respecting the legality of the papers I shall do 
myself the honor to visit the United States ship-of-war 
Kansas, under your command, and present said papers 
to you for examination before delivering the same to the 
master of the Virginius. In conclusion I have only to 
add that you having been made acquainted with the 
state of affairs existing between the American ship 
Virginius and the Spanish man-of-war Pizarro, through 
an official communication from Hon. 8. A. Hurlbut, 
United States Minister resident of this republic, dated 
Aspinwall, April 23, 1872, I am in hopes that you will 
in compliance therewith protect the Virginius from any 
interruption by the Pizarro during her voyage hence to 
Puerto Cabello, or as far seaward as you deem it advis- 
able. 
I have the honor to subscribe myself very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 
CHARLES ERASMUS PERRY, United States Consul. 
UNITED STATES STEAMER KANSAS, ASPINWALL, 
U.S. C., April 26, 1872. , 
To the Commanding Officer of the Spanish Corvelle Pizarro. 
Srr: I understand that the American merchant steamer 
Virginius is about to proceed to sea. I beg to inform 
you that she is provided with proper papers entitling 
her to proceed on her voyage. In a communication which 
I have received from the United States Minister to Bo- 
gota, I am requested by him to give her a safe conduct 
from this port, provided the United States Consul gave 
her proper papers of clearance. Under the circum- 
stances, however, I cannot conceive that she requires any 
protection from this vessel, for I feel assured that you 
will have no desire to molest her after I have given you 
this guarantee that she clears from here in due form. 
Whatever may have been the previous history of the 
Virginius I cannot conceive it to be my province to in- 
vestigate. It is sufficient for me to know that she is an 
Americin vessel, provided with proper papers from the 
Consul of the United States. In this connection I have 
the honor to enclose a copy of a communication which I 
have just received from the United States Consul. 
I have the honor to be your very obedient servant, 
, EDWIN WHITE, . 
Lieutenant-Commander, commanding United States 
steamer Kansas. 








UNITED STATES NAVY LIST. 


The following is a list of the vessels of the U. 8. Navy nowin 
commission, and their present station: 


FIRST RATES. 
Displace- 
Name. Guns, ment. Station. 
Colorado, 8.8...... 45..4,700..Flagship Asiatic Fleet, Hong Kong, 
arch 14, 
Wabash, s.8s...... 45..4,650..Flagstip European Fleet, Marseilles, 
April 27. 


SECOND BATES. 
California, s.s..... 21..4,000..Flagship Pacific Fleet, Panama. 


Lancaster, 8.8..... 22..3,250..Flagship 8. Atlantic Fl., Montevideo. 
Brooklyn, s.s......20..3,000.. European Fleet, Marseilles, April 27. 
Pensacola, s.8..... 22..3,000.. Pacific Fleet, Valparaiso. 

Congress, 8.8...... 16..3,050.. European Fieet, Marseilles, April 27. 


Worcester, 8.8.....15..3,050..Flagsbip N. Atlantic Fleet, on way 


Benicia, 8.8......:12..2,400. |Asiatic Fleet, Hong . March 14. 
Plymouth, s.s..... 12. 12.400. . European. inst April 27. 
Lackawanna, s.s..10..2,220..Mare sea. . 
Ticonderoga, 8.8,.11..2,220..8. Atlantic Fleet, Montevideo, Mar. 9. 
Canandaigua, s.s..10..2,130..N. Atlantic Key West. 
Shenandoah, s.s..11..2,100.. European Fleet, April 27, 
THIRD RATES. 
Juniata, s.s....... 8..1,900.. European Fleet, retarning to Boston. 
Ossipee, 8.8....... 8..1,900..Pacific Fleet, Callao, March 31. 
Iroquois, s.s...... 6..1,575..Asiatic Fleet, Gibraltar, AD 10, 
Wachusett, s.s.... 6..1,575..European Fleet, Marse! ‘A pril 27. 
Mohican, s8.8...... 6..1,550..Pacific Fleet, ordered to Boston. 


Wyoming, s.s..... 6..1,560..N. Atlantic Fleet, Aspinwall. 
Nantasket, s.s.... 7..1,165..N. Atlantic Fleet, ordered-to 


land, Me. 
Narragansett, s.8.. 5..1,235..Pacific Fleet, South Sea Islands. 
Resaca, 8.8........ 7..1,165..Pacific Fleet, Callao. 5 
Ashuelot, Bilhcoes 6..1,870. -Asiatie me ree ae os _ 
onocacy, p.8.... 6..1,370..Asiatic Flee ruary 19. 
eee 3 "900. N. ‘Atlantic’ Fleet, special ‘service, 


Kansas, 8.8.2... or 
I 
. 8.. 900..N. Atlantic Fleet, San Domingo. 
3.. 900.. Asiatic Fleet, en route to Hong 






Nipsic, 8.8..00... 


SACO, 8.8.... +000 eo - 
‘ong. 

Shawmut, s.s8..... 3.. 900..N. Atlantic Fleet, Cuidad, Bolivar. . 

*Michigan, p.s....18.. 685..On the Lakes, Detroit, Mich. 


FOURTH RATES. 
Frolic, p.s...,.....18..1,300..Supply vessel, on way to Washington. 
Wasp, p.8-...-+e0- 1.. ——..8. Atlantic Fleet, Buenos Ayres. 


Palos, 6.B8.ccccocce t6.. 420.. Asiatic Fleet, Tien-tsin. . 
IRON-CLADS. 
THIRD RATE. 
Texrok, B.G.0ccecee 4..1,085..N. Atlantic Fleet, Key West. 
FOURTH RATE. 
Canonicus, s.8.... 2.. 550..N. Atlantic Fleet, Norfolk, Va. 


WOODEN SAILING VESSELS. 
SECOND RATES. 


New Hampehire,.s.15..4,150.: Receiving ship, Norfolk, Va. . 
Ohio, s.. ott be 5 14.250. . Receiving ship, Boston, Mass. 
Vermont, 8......+.16..4,150..Beceiving ship, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


THIRD RATES. 


Constellation, s....10..1,886..Gunnery ship, cruising. 
Independence, 8...22..3,270.. Receiving ship, Mare fsiand, Cal. 
Idaho, 8.........-- 7--3,310..Store ship, Yokohama. 

Santee, 5......0.5- 49..2,430..Gunnery ship, Naval Academy. 
Portsmouth, s..... 15.. 846..On way to Rio de Janeiro. 
Jamestown, 8.....16..1,250..Pacific Fleet, Valparaiso. 

St. Marys,s.......16..1,025..Pacific Fleet, Talcohuno, March 20. 
Sabine, s..... ee--36..2,450.. Receiving ship, Portsmouth, N. H. 
Dale, s....- seeseee 8, 675..Naval Academy. 

Pawnee, 8....++06- 2..1,650..8tore ship, Pensacola. Ms 


FOURTH RATES. 

0 rd, #....se.-- 3.. 794..Store ship, Callao, Peru. > 

Supply, 8-...-.222.16.. 547..8ailed May 1 for Rio de Janeiro. 
100..Naval Academy. 





AMETICA, 8.0.0--+- —.. 
* Tron vessels; the others are wooden vessels. 
t Howitzers. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 
May 15.—Surgeon Philip 8. Wales, as member of the Medical 


Board of Examiners at Philadelphia. f £1ee. , 
May 16.—Commander Charles A. Babcock, to navigation duty at 


the Navy-yard, Boston. 
Comananden Wn. E. Fitzhugh, to equipment duty at the Navy- 


ard, Mare Island, Cal. 
yVigutenant-Oommander A. N. Mitchell, to duty at Key West, 
Fla. P 

‘May 18.—Lieutenant John F. Merry, to the receiving ship 8a- 


ine. ‘. 
Master Wm. B. Arrants, to the receiving ship Pawnee. : 
May 20.—Lieutenant George 8. Davol, to the St. Mary’s, per 


steamer of June 15. 





DETACHED. 


May 15.—Lieutenant-Commander C. M. Schoonmaker, from tor- 
pedo duty, and preparatory orders to command the Frolic. 

Medical Director a . po pe 8 oe Ses real member of 
Medical Examinin ard, and placed on waiting o § 

May 16.—Captain B.A. Parker, a8 chief of staff of the North At- 
lantic Fleet, and placed on sick leave. 

Lieutenant A. B. Varter, frome ythe Resienyons, San Francisco, 
and ordered to the receiving ship ependence. é 

Ensign Kossuth Niles, fos the Terror, and placed on waiting 
orders. . . 

May 17.—Captain Edward T. Nichols, from duty as chief of staff 
of the Asiatic Station, and ordered to return home. . 

Captain E. Thompson, from eommand of the Vanandaigua, and 
ordered to command the Worcester. 

Captain R. T. Renshaw, from command of the Worcester, and 
ordered to command the Canandaigua. 

May 18.—Lieutenant-Commander Chas. J. Barclay, from the re- 
ceiving ship Sabine, and ordered to ordnance duty at the Navy- 
yard, New York. 

May 20.—Lieutenant 8. P. Baird, from the Naval Academy, and 
granted six months’ leave. E 

Boatswain Thomas Smith, from the receiving ship Ohio, and or- 
dered to the California, per steamer of 30th inst. 

May 21.—Passed Assistant or George R. Brush, from the 
Onward, and placed on waiting orders. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending May 18, 1872: 

Thomas Dunn, seaman, May, 8, Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Mass. 

James D. Robertson, seaman, April 28, U. rs steamer Terror, at 
Key West, Fla. ; : 

oun Smithe Kitchen, surgeon, May 5, at Philadelphia. 

Alexander F. ang commander, April 12, U. 8. steamer 
Kansas, off Grey Town, Niceragua. 

Alfred Forse, moater, April 12, U. 8. steamer Kansas, off Grey 
Town, Nicsragua. : 

Wau. Arkwright, ordinary seaman, April 12, U. S. steamer Kan- 
sas, off Grey Town, Nicaragua. 

Edward Bingfield, ordinary seaman, April 12, U. 8. steamer Kan- 
sas, off Grey Town, Nicaragua. ; 

James Eley, ordinary seaman, April 12, U. 8, steamer Kansas, 
off Grey Town, Nicaragua. ; : 

Wm. Walker, coxswain, April 12, U. 8. steamer Kansas, off 
Grey Town, Nicaragua. : 

Hugh Kehoe, marine, May 12, Naval Hospital, Pensacola, Fla. 








CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS, 
Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 


' since last memoranda, viz. :" eis Ba hi 
May 14.— Major James Lewis granted leave o: six 
months with permission to go beyond the United States. 
May 20.—Second Lieut. W.8. Schenck detached from duty a 
Marine Barracks, Mare Islan‘, Cal., and ordered to report for duty 
on board the U. 8. steamer Lackawana, now fitting out for sea. _ 


Navy DepaRrMEst, WasHINGToN, May 16, 1872. 





Pee to the Department that punishment by confinement 


i bie irons is too freely imposed by summ: courts martial. 
It a sevens punishment, and as a general rule should not be re- 





to Aspinwall. 
Powhatan, p.s....17..3,980..Norfolk, Va. . 
Saranac, p.8....... 11..2,150..0n way from San Francisco to 





Panama. 
Alaska, 8,8.....,..12.,2,400..Asiatic Fleet, Yokohama, March 1. 


to, or at least not imposed for any considerable period, ' 
oe the offence has been grave or the offender has given indica- 
| tions of being incorrigible by milder punishment. 
: Gro. M, Rosxson, Secretary of the Navy. 
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Lope ORDNANCE WORKS, 
BEAR LANE, 80 


UTHWARK 8T., LONDON, &. E., 
LAND. 


Guns, of 
‘Wrought-Iron for Sea and Land of all kinds of 

‘ercussion 
Fecseatien, Fuses, a 





$1 00 _A SECOND LIEUTENANT OF CAV- 
Shared TRANSFER ose of Autre nwo Nave Jounsat. ; 


& MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 

e@ Headquarters 58 Broadway, New York city. Address 
Jouw B. Ketcuum, Corresponding Secretary, etc. 
SECOND LIEUTENANT OF ARTILLERY, stand- 


ing in the middle of the list, desires to transfer with a Second 
Lieutenant of Cavalry. Address Box 1,062, San Francisco, Cal. 


LI LONG, U. 8. Army (RETIRED), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
69 amp 61 Lipzaty Sreezr., 
New Yerk City. 
PORTANT TO PARENTSAND GUARDIANS. 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 


ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 














Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course 
Bed and gw god Mending, Lights and 
Fuel, Stationery annumM........+.. $200 
Piano Lessons, p=" annum....... > per town mpetecetesesesegces 48 


terms may be made, where twoor more 
1. For further particulars, 


REFERENCES, BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 

General Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady, Washington, D. C. ; Ad- 
miral David D.’ Porter, U. 8. N., Washington, D. C.;’ Ma- 
jor-General G. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia; General Hart- 
man Bache, U. 8. Army, Philadel; ; Brigadier-General I. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb.; B: r-General L. P. Gra- 
U. 8. Army, San Francisco, Cal. ; Brigadier-General Wm. 
M, Grahom, U. 8. Army, Fort Hamilton, N.¥.; Mrs. Admiral 
Dahlgren, Washington, . C. 


66 INDEN HALL.” 


Founded 1794. 
MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rey. Evoens A. Proeavurr, ’ 
itiz, Lancaster county, Pennsyivania. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
gf Arey, Novy and Marine Corps officers, not only for a thorough 


ucation, but, also i 
instrumen French, Drawing, Pain’ , etc., etc. 
German, Dose fuesied 


: 





Upwards of tive young ve educated at this 
i (with but one exception the oldest in America) since its 
pap Se 4 oe EE 
In wri Terms a favor will be conferred in mentioning that 
you saw in the Anmy anp Navy JournaL. 





Tue Senate has passed a bill increasing the pensions 
of those who have lost their eye-sight, or legs, or arms 
in the military or naval service. It provides that here- 
after all persons entitled by law to a less pension than is 
specified in the bill, who, while in the military or naval 
service of the United States and in line of duty, shall 
have lost the sight of both eyes, or shall have lost both 
hands, or been permanently and totally disabled in the 
same, or otherwise so permanently and totally disabled 
as to render them utterly helpless, or so nearly so as to 
require the constant personal aid and attendance of an- 
other person, shall be entitled to a pension of thirty dol- 
lars per month; and all persons who under like circum- 
stances shall have lost both feet, or one hand and one 
foot, or been totally and permanently disabled in the 
same, or otherwise so disabled as to be incapacitated for 
performing any manual labor, but not so much as to re- 
quire constant personal aid and attandance, shall be en- 
titled to a pension of twenty-five dollars per month ; and 
all persons who under like circumstances shall have lost 

-one hand, or one foot, or been totally and permanently 


disabled in the same, or otherwise so disabled as to ren- | had 


der their incapacity to perform manual labor equivalent 
to the loss of a hand or » foot, shall be entitled to a pen- 
sion of eighteen dollars per month, the intent of the act 
being to increase the rates of pension to the persons sev- 
erally described twenty per cent. on the present rates. 








ComMMANDER 8. B. Lucz, U. 8. Navy, contributes to 
the Galaxy for May an article on Regina dal Cin, a cele- 
brated Italian female surgeon, who has remarkable skill 
and success in the setting of fractured limbs and the re- 
duction of luxations, and to whose skill the Captain is 
indebted for a remarkable cure in his own family. The 
article has called forth a great many letters of inquiry 
from cripples in various parts of the United States who 
are anxious to avail themselves of the skill of this re- 
markable woman. 








THE following is a list of the vice-presidents of the 
Army of the Potomac appointed at their meeting in 
Cleveland : 


First —General Sol. Meredith. 

Second General Clinton D. McDougal. 

Third Corps—General Daniel E. Sickles. 

Fourth Corps—Colonel James Fairman. 

Fifth Corps—General F. T. Locke. 

Sixth Corps—General Horatio G. Wright. 
erals Hartrauft. 


valry—General 3. B. M . 
Artillery—General Henry J. Hunt. 
General Staff—Geneial W. G. Le Duc. 








A DISPATCH from Berlin, May 20, announces that the 
= Army band, by consent of the Emperor, will 

il shortly for America to take part in the World’s 
Peace Jubilee at Boston. 
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THE NAVAL INVESTIGATION. 


Wé have three reports from the Congressional 

Committee appointed to investigate the Secre- 
tary of the Navy ; a majority report signed by Messrs. 
SARGENT, PETERS and WARREN, @ minority report 
by Mr. ARCHER, and a minimus report, as we 
presume it must be called, from Mr. BLarr of Michi- 
gan. All the reports agree in relieving the Secre- 
tary from the charges of personal dishonesty which 
have already brought into deserved contempt their 
authors who have at no time so much as attempted 
to give proof of them. Even Mr. Barr in his report 
says: “DANA, when on the stand as a witness himself, 
testifies that he has no evidence to show the divi- 
sion or appropriation of any money by the Secre- 
tary. That, he says, is a matter of inference, and it 
did not need that Mr. Dana should state this. It 
was evident from his newspaper articles that he was 
not only resorting very freely to inferences, but 
that he was making inferences which his facts did 
not fully justify. It is all summed upin Mr. Dana’s 
own language, namely: ‘I could not conceive of a 
man making such a payment with any honest mo- 
tive or purpose.’” We regret that there are many 
things about which honest and fair minded men 
are agreed that Mr. Dana has of late years shown 
himself incapable of conceiving. 

About the Secor claims the Committee differ. 
The majority carefully examined all the ground 
covered by the voluminous testimony, and discussed 
the claim in its legal as well as equitable aspects, 
citing precedents and authorities to sustain their 
positions. They find 

That the Secors. in an exceedingly prompt, energetic and satis- 

f manner, performed their contracts with the Government ; 
that Government, without fault of the Secors, caused them 
damages and extra expenses in the matter of tulfilling their con- 
tracte, and required much additional work outside of and in addi- 
tion to the work under the contract; that in this way the Secors 
against the Government two classes of claims, to wit: one for 
damages sustained by them within the contract, and another for 


extra work outside of the contract, and having nothing to do with 
it except that both classes of claims arose upon the same vessels ; 
within the contract 


oO 
that the settlement of the claims for d 
was referred to Congress, while claim for extra work outside, 
done upon the request of the Department, could be paid by the De- 
rtment; that Secors went to Uc ngress for the one and to the 

‘ t for the other; that Congress adjusted and paid but 

one kind of claim, and did wet, pest agen cr intend te pate upon 
the other, nor was such other before Congress, but, on the 
contrary, was excluded therefrom by the construction of the law 
and the action and report 


legally and morally; early thet the 
iene of which it was composed had never been a 


a paid, disailowed, 
or even till allowed and by the present Secretary ; 
that the delay had been occasioned by the sudden death of persorvs 


who would have examined and passed upon them, but who died 

the claims were reached in the course of investigation; that 
other similar bills for +imilar work had been paid to other parties ; 
that said in the sum allowed by Congress, and for 
which they gave only an receipt for so much money re- 
ceived, had no reason to believe that they would be estopped to 
seek payment of their other claim before the Department, and were 
so in at the time by members of the Naval committee gf the 
Senate, where the bill originated ; that the claim of $93,000 was 
presented to Secretary Borie. and by him referred to Admiral Por- 
ter, and by him referred to aboard, upon whose favorable report 
and recommendation the claim was paid by order of the nt 
Secretary ; that the only real question is whether the claim thus ex- 
amined and paid was barred by the wording of the act of Congress 
allowing the other claim; that if this is a question on which lawyers 
may differ, it is so close a question that decision either a way, 
honestly made, should not be a subject of reproach against an offi- 
cer, Ww! constitutional duty it was todecide it; that the interpre- 
tation by the me & the words of the act, “ in full discharge 
of all claims against United States on account of the vessel up- 
on which the board made the allowance as per their report, under 
the act of March 2, 1867,” as meaning the discharge only ot th 
claims under the act of 1867, v1 which the board made the al- 
lowance as per their report, is, in the opinion of the committee, a 
correct one; that the touard made no report upon the vessels, but 
did make an allowance and — certain claims on account 
of the vessels under the act of 1°67; that the act of 1867 did not in- 
clude, but excluded from the jurisdiction of such board the bills 
making the payment of $93,000 aforsesaid. 


The minority, on the contrary, held that in pay- 
ing these claims the Secretary violated a whole- 
some rule of the Department, that one administra- 
tion should not open accounts which had been 
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closed by another, and reopened an account whieh 
had been closed by the Department and by Congress, 
and took out of the Treasury $93,000 against the 
prohibition of a plain statute, and gave it to par. 
ties to whom the Government owed nothing. 

The case of the engines of the Tennessce also dis. 
turbs Mr. Buarr and Mr, ArcHER. They blam, 
the Secretary for not inviting proposals for chang. 
ing her engines, by advertising, and Mr. Briar 4 
least is in doubt whether the trade was a thrifty 
one for the Government, though he does not under. 
take to say that it was not. The contract for the 
torpedo-boats comes under the same condemnation, 
On this subject the majority of the Committee say: 


In relation to the engines for the Tennessee, in the opinion of the 
Committee, the result of the testimony not only exonerates the 
y from all reo of any bad faith or improvident cp. 

tracts, but shows a laudabie effort on his part to utilize pubji, 
property by taking a valuable ship, rendered useless through d. 
fective machinery, and converting her, with the least possible ¢x. 
pense, into a first-clase and efficient vessel of war. The Commi. 
tee adopt the conclusions stated in the interesting testimony of 
John Roach, the contractor for the machinery, and fully sanction. 
ed by the statement of the Secretary and by other witnesses, ) 
appears that the present machinery, though costing some $700,0, 
is, like much other now in the navy, worthless in the ship or out of 
it, for any purposes other than as old material. John Roach is t) 
put in the new for $300,000 only, besides the old material, which he 
is to remove from the ship, and which he estimates and advertises 
to sell at $35,000. The contract price to be paid Roach is consider. 
ably lees than was computed by the acting Chief Engineer of the 
Navy as the cost of the work included in the contract. The 
machinery is to be the compound engines now almost exclusively 
used in England, and which, it is thought will soon, in this coun. 
try and elsewhere, supersede all,others. Roach has the only wouks 
in this country prepared to manufacture these engines, having 
made them the subject of thorough investigation and experimem, 
with a view to their introduction into the navy and the merchant 
marine of our country ; that the work can be done more safely and 
cheaply at the present time by such a contract than in the navy. 
yards, more especially as the adoption of the new engines isan 
experiment, and Roach biods himself to produce certain results of 
a most satisfactory character or forfeit the compensation to be 
received ; that there is reasonable expectation upon the success of 
the experiment with the Tennessee that millions of dollsrs’ worth of 
public property, now lying useless in the docks, may be rendered 

valuable at comparatively small expense and put to practical use, 





Thus these reckless charges of malfeasance in our 
Navy Department, when carefully sifted, reduce 
themselves to a difference of opinion, which may 
honestly arise, as to whether the Secretary had or 
had not authority to pay the Szcors the ninety- 
three thousand dollars awarded to them by a board, 
and which he believed was justly due them. Upon 
this and upon the question whether the 
Secretary is bound in all cases to ad- 
vertise for proposals before making any 
coutract, bas been reared a superstructure of slan- 
der, which has fallen before the touch of investigs- 
tion. The absurd charges about sending bricks 
around the Cape to California do not even appear 
in the reports so far as published. They seem to 
have originated with Chief-Engineer IsHERWOOD, 
and to have had their foundation in the fact that 
a few bricks were sent in this way by some blunder 
in filling a requisition he had sent to the Navy De- 
partment. We are gled, however, to find that Mr. 
IsHERWOOD’s contemplation of the useless engines 
upon which he expended Government money with 
such prodigality has resulted in so wholesome 4 
jealousy for official economy. “Is Saul also among 
the prophets ?”” 

We have no disposition to shield any department 
of the Government from just criticism. Even the 
most honest and conscientious discharge of public 
obligations cannot wholly relieve an officer from this. 
But slander is not criticism, and we may congratu- 
late Mr. Robeson and the Naval service that this 
investigation has covered with deserved confusion 
the authors of the charges so recklessly brought 
against him. Without attempting to take advantage 
of his official position in any way, he has opened 
wide the door to investigation into his official acts, 
and has spread before Congress and the country the 
record by which he is content to be judged as to the 
integrity of his acts and motives. 








On Friday of last week the House Military Com- 
mittee agreed by a majority vote to summon Gen- 
eral Don CARLOS BUELL to appear before it, and 
examine him as to the missing record of the court of 
inquiry appointed in his case. Saturday, Mr. 
Pitman, of Cincinnati, who was the stenographer 
of the BUELL court, was examined with regard to 
the record of the court. Contrary to his usual cus- 
tom, he preserved his notes of the entire proceed- 
ings, including orders, evidence, and the secret dis- 
cussions of the court. Mr. PirMawn says he can 
write out from his notes an exact duplicate of the 
stolen record, as his notes are intact, and have not 
been tampered with. On Monday the committee 
re-examined him, asking some questions as to the 
character of the proceedings. He said the record 





contained various indirect allusions to the battle of 
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Shiloh, but contained no reflection on the military 
reputations of Generals GRANT and SHERMAN, as 
has been supposed. HALLECK’s reputation as a 
military leader was, however, seriously affected by 
the testimony. The statement that BuELL em- 
ployed a stenographer, and thus obtained a copy of 
the court’s proceedings, Mr. PITMAN said was a mis- 
take. He had been furnished with a press copy of 
the evidence taken, but he had no copy of the se- 
cret discussions. The committee, as a result of their 
examination of Mr. PITMAN, introduced a bill on 
Monday authorizing him to make a transcript of 
his notes to supply the lost record, which was 
passed without objection. The manuscript of the 
record made a pile over twenty-four inches in 
height. 

The publication of this record will effectually 
stop the mouths of those who have been insinuating 
what they dare not directly charge, that the au- 
thorities at present in charge of the War Office have 
conuived at the abstraction of these papers to re- 
move from the record evidence affecting the mili- 
tary reputation of Generals GRaNT and SHERMAN, 
one or both. The testimony elicited by the Mili- 
tary Committee is in itself a sufficient answer to 
these slanders. 





A HINT FOR OUR MILITARY CLUB. 


THe Army and Navy Club of New York, besides 
providing a place of gathering for officers and the 
means of pleasant intercourse among them, might 
well be used for the graver purpuse of formal dis- 
cussion of matters relating to the military art. 
There are many officers in the two services who 
have made careful studies in certain specialties of 
their profession, which fit them to prepare lectures, 
the delivery of which could accomplish much good 
by developing or inciting in their fellows a like 
zeal to take all possible steps in advance in their 
particular branch of theservice. As in other bodies, 
these papers having been read, should become the 
subjects for discussion ; and this latter ought to bring 
out @ variety of special knowledge and practical 
experience which could make the evenings devoted 
to them very attractive to every thoughtful and 
ambitious officer. Moreover, there are many who 
are not now connected with the Army who would 
gladly avail themselves of the opportunity to profit 
by such results of ripe study or actual knowledge. 
Nor need the subjects of these papers always be 
purely professional. The Navy officer has a study 
of character in a remote foreign country to offer ; 
the Army officer an Indian theory. There are no 
end of subjects which our officers of the two ser- 
vices might not discuss, not only with ability and 
special fitness, but with grace and graphic power. 
Our own experience as editor of a military journal 
has taught us that there is, latent or expressed, in 
our Army and Navy an unusual amount of literary 
talent which might here profitably find opportu- 
nity for its exercise. And the delivery of such 
lectures could not fail to attract the attention of the 
press, which by its reports would spread the ideas 
advanced among the people, who could thereby be 
brought into nearer sympathy with the two ser- 
vices. 

Moreover, in the experience of an officer there 
are numberless incidents of interest from which to 
draw illustration to fill the short interval of anec- 
dote between arguments, and to form that conver- 
sational mould in which lectures should be cast. 
Rarely need an officer assume the didactic tone. 
His explanations of historic events, of organization, 
of disputes, of tactics, strategy, and combat, should 
rather be in the tone of a traveller than in that of a 
schoolmaster. Within every educated nation there 
lies hidden a certain number of persons to whom 
the discussion of grave subjects in the rostrum has 
peculiar fascination, and that number is capable of 
expansion until it may form an element of national 
character for years. England has undergone such 
a course of development until the best men in the 
ranks of its thinkers have given large time to the 
instruction of the people. Such a period is sure to 
come to this country ; and we warn our officers that 
if they will take advantage of it, they must do their 
share in helping it on. In truth, they have them- 
selves to educate before they can hope to lead the 

people. 
What a field they have for their exertion! The 
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wars that our countrymen most want to hear of 
are also those that are most suggestive to military 
men. The questions, too, that are foremost now are 
of no narrow interest. The increase of the Navy, 
and what direction it shall take, how the ships 
should be armed, the means for maintaining the 
Navy personnel at a time when our merchant marine 
is so low, are but a few of the subjects on which of- 
ficers could offer interesting information; while in 
the Army what a field of thought to-day spreads out 
before us! The whole question of armament, of pre- 
paration for war, of promotion, of Army duties in 
the United States, discussions of the military re- 
sources of the country, and how to prepare them 
and make them quickly available on the outbreak 
of war, and an infinity of other subjects are open 
to the Army officer. In the reformation of arma- 
ments all over the world, in the profound studies of 
principles, and the splendid developments of prac- 
tice in other lands, what point and what stores of 
information are to be found! Military and naval 
progress is now in truth almost too rapid to be 
marked by books; it requires the more quickly 
heard lecturer and the medium of periodical publi- 
cations. 

Other nations have preceded us in this work, and 
when we enter upon it we shall follow in the foot- 
steps of masters worthy of study. Germany does a 
greet deal in a very quiet way, which receives little 
attention because the German papers are not con- 
stituted on the reportorial system so thoroughly as 
those of some other countries. England surpasses 
all others in the frequency of high grade lectures 
on scientific, military, and naval subjects. In the 
universality of the popular discussion the steady 
repetition of large annual appropriations for exper- 
iment, and finally in the decisive changes made in 
its forces on land and sea, we may see the éffects in 
which, as a leader of popular thought, the lecturer 
has played a most important part. . 

We feel that we are urging a step which will be 
welcome to the thinkers of our services. Our most 
experienced officers are awake to the advantage of 
an exchange of thoughts, and long to impress the 
results of their varied lives upon the organizations 
whose welfare is so near their hearts. We can con- 
ceive of no reception more agreeable to the officer, 
after years of service on the frontier, than that 
which an audience would give him if he should set 
aside one evening of his leave to the task of plac- 
ing before his fellows the result of his thinking 
and hisexperience. Our Army and Navy club forms 
a medium through which the public can be reached, 
and though the audience would not be as large as that 
which Ni~sson draws, we feel sure that it would 
be large enough for the lecture to have its effect on 
the public thought. Let the club in New York 
form a lecturing branch, each member of which 
would undertake to deliver an address on some 
military or naval subject during the season. The 
present is an excellent time to institute such an as- 
sociation. The political contest of the summer will 
take up the attention of all, and we may be sure 
that by Fall the people will be heartily sick of ex- 
citement and glad to be taken in hand by an ear- 
nest and thoughtful man. The season following 
a presidential election is perhaps the best of any for 
instituting such lectures, and we hope our officers 
will give the summer to preparation and the winter 
to the work. 

We repeat that if officers desire to see the nation 
giving proper attention to the subject of its mili- 
tary force, they must furnish it with the necessary 
information. They must enlarge its military knowl- 
edge, and foster a habit of thinking on military 
things. If the course we propose had been in oper- 
ation since ’65, might we not look for a different 
kind of Congress to-day? It would have the same 
men, but they would have new views. In the 
large exchange of thought on the subject of organ- 
ization which has marked this winter, would not 
the results be much greater if the arguments had 
been laid before the people? Neither the Army 
nor the Navy holds the position its numbers and 
knowledge entitle it to, and it is because it does not 
take it. 


Ir seems hardly possible that we can continue 
Spain without some day plunging in. Allj of 
long on the dangerous edge of difficulty with 
our Naval officers may not prove as discreet as 











Lieutenant-Commander White has shown himself 
to be, although we hope that all of them will prove 
to be as wise in precaution and as prompt in pre- 
paration to give instant answer t6 any insult that 
may come from Spanish vessels. We have carried 
our patience to its limit with that Power, and could 
not go further without subjecting ourselves to the 
risk we cannot take ; that of accepting insult with 
out giving it prompt redress. We have no question 
that the Kansas would have give good account of 
herself, in case the affair had taken a different turn 
from that described by Lieutenant-Commander 
‘White in the report ‘we publish elsewhere. The 
commander of the Kansas is @ young man, having 
entered the Navy ut the opening of the war, but 
his education has been in that school which most 
quickly trains an officer to promptness of decision 
and energy of action—the school of war. He has 
shown, too, that he has an old head on his young 
shoulders, and may felicitate himself that he has 
scored some points in the game for preferment without 
involving us in a serious difficulty. The prompt en- 
doreement of his action by Secretary Robeson is 
well deserved, and is moreover expressive of the 
sense of the country, which is not we believe in a 
mood to accept anything less than courtesy from 
Spain and the Spanish authorities of the West 
Indies. 








THouGH our Navy has almost ceased to put in 
practice the principles of warfare which during our 
war were so confidently relied on, and which were 
then so différent from the views held on other coun- 
tries as to gain the distinctive appellation “ Ameri- 
can,” the principles have steadily advanced in favor. 
The Monitor system meant much more than a turret 
ona hull. It included the rejection of sails, thor- 
oughgoing reforms in construction, and the organ- 
ization of squadrons which were to depend for vo- 
lition upon steam alone. How much oppvsition the 
“big, violent way” of the Yankees met, we all can 
remember very clearly. But we must say that in 
our view it is quite as well to reach a conclusion by 
clear reasoning and just perception of a new state 
of things as to feel our way up to it through im- 
mense expense and many sad disasters. Follow- 
ing this more costly plan the English have 
added the peculiarities of the monitor system 
one after another to their fleets, until finally 
they bid fair to have a squadron of real monitors. 
Lord CLARENCE PAGET has made a stir in their 
naval circles by sending the following letter to the 
Times, explaining the cause of some of the disasters 
to which some of theig iron-clad vessels have been 


subjected : 


In requesting you to insert the following remarks, I am incur- 
ring grave responsibility. It is no light thing for an admiral who 
has lately commanded one of her Majesty’s fleets to appeal to the 
public, but times are out of joint with the navy when the minister 
tor that department finds himself obliged, in foe ay, Sag the usual 
toast at a public dinner, to 5 of the service in apologetic 
words. The late disasters np indeed apology, but is it only for 
the service tuat excuses are required? During the last three years 
we have test one ironclad with all banis; four have been on the 
rocks, and though rescued by great skill, rendered well-nieh use- 
less, since it is impossible that a ship weighing 5,000 or 6,000 tons 
can bump upon the ground without seriously shaking her frame 
and loosening her armor plates. But, worse than all, many officers 
of the highest merit and promise are wrecked in peers and 4 
utation, and the country is ioe (but let us only for 
moment) its confidence in us. Pf is allthis? I declare my ex- 
perience of the officers of the navy three years and on y 

rying nr, was to the that were full of zeal, pru- 
dence, and knowledge of their duties. I know that other comman- 
ders-in-chief will bear the same testimony. The Admiralty, actu- 
ated by a praiseworthy desire to economize one of the most costly 
items in the navy (viz., coa)), and with a view to the maintenance 
of seamanship, issued a se:ies of orders restricting the use of the 
engine. 1 cannot but think that 't is these well-intentioned orders 
that have contributed mainly to the disasters. The officers of the 
navy are a highly sensitive body of men, and, once impressed with 
the feeling thet consumption of coal is displeasing to the Admir- 
alty, they will run all sorts of risks rather than incur the censure 
which has, I understand, been freely bestowed on some who have 
disregarded their injunctions. — one of these mishaps may, 
in my es, be traced to the fatal im conve’ in t 
Admiralty orders. If the Captain bad had her en in use she 
would have been luffed to the wind and saved. Agincourt 
drifted, crab-like, on to the Pearl Rock because she had not head- 
way to stem the current. The Lord Clyde drifted on to the rocks 
because her engines were not ready in time to save her: The De- 
fence drove from her anchors because she had not full power of 
steam on. And now we hear that the Royal Alfred got aground 
in Bahama Chunnel because she had no steam ready. These large 
iron-clads are not safe when near the land or one another, or in bad 
weather, without steam power. I have reason to believe that the 
Admiralty contemplate a revision of the orders to which I bave ad- 
verted. tom certain that no measure will be more beneficial to 
the navy or advantageous to the cumntes, Meantime it is but 
justice to the many brave and dirtinguish officers who have been 
eacrificed at the shrine of false economy, that the public should 
have an opp rtunity of forming their judgment as tothe amount 
of blame which is fairly attributable to them. 


2 








Tuer Secretary of the Treasury has issued a circular 
to all disbursing officers informing them to promptly 
turn into the Treasury the full amount realized by the 
sale of condemned government property, without abate- 
mentor deduction. This is in accordance with the opin- 
ion given by the First Comptroller on the interpretatién 
of the fifth section of the Legislative Appropriation act, 
which goes into effect on the 1st July. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor of the’Anmyanp Navy Journat does not hold him- 
self résponsible for individual expressions of opinion in communica- 
tions published under this head. His purpose is to allow the 
largest freedom of discussion consistent with propriety and good 
feeling. 








MIDSHIPMAN’S JOURNAL. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Your correspondent in last week’s JOURNAL, 
who protests against requiring midshipmen to keep a 
copy of the ship’s log-book, is quite right. The regula- 
tions require that “‘they are to keep journals in such 
forms as may be prescribed.” No forms have been pre- 
scribed, but custom points to the log-book as the form to 
be imitated. The reason why, which he inquires about, 
is the same reason which applies to many other things. 
A lack of interest and of a sense of responsibility on the 
part of the authorities with reference to little details, 
and particularly to the improvement and development of 
the personnel. 

A remark-book should be substituted for the journal, 
and a copy of the ship’s log should no longer be required 
provided a full and sufficient remark-book is produced. 

A suggestive form of remark-book, to be filled up, 
should be supplied, and if properly written would be of 
infinite advantage in cultivating the powers of observa- 
tion and in recording valuable information for future 
reference and use. 

“These books should contain the regular meteorological 
observa‘ions, all data necessary to a complete record of 
the ship’s locality and movements, a brief description of 
everything observed of professional interest, also of each 
port visited, particularly with reference to pilotage and 
navigation, such as its approach, means of access, char- 
acter of channels, anchorage and sailing directions gene- 
rally. Regulations and conveniences of the port, facili- 
ties for supplies, etc. 

These and similar subjects might with great profit be 
recorded, instead of copying the log-book as now prac- 
ticed. Navy. 








A PLEA FOR POST TRADERS. 
Tothe Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 


Sir: So much has been said about the rapacity and 
extortion practised by post traders, that they are now 
universally considered to be a band of thieves. I am 
not interested and I might here state I do not expect to 
become connected with the interests of any post trader, 
and as a disinterested party I seek through the columns 
of your paper to correct this erroneousidea, The charge 
of rapacity and extortion against post traders may be, 
and [ certainly think, is based on some isolated instance 
which has been magnified to such inordinate proportions 
as to make it seem that every post trader has no limit 
to price. When it is taken into consideration that at a 
stone’s throw from most Government posts there are a 
half dozen or more outside stores to compete with, the 
exclusive privileges of the trader amount to almost 
nothing, and when this the case, instead of extortion 
and rapacity being practised, the trader has to sell at a 
rate far below the outside stores in order to 
keep trade from entirely deserting him. The exclusive 
privilege, a high sounding phrase upon paper, is in real- 
ity devoid in a great measure of any real worth, as the 
allurements outside of the post limits are such as. to 
carry away most of the monef. Among these allure- 
ments are to be numbered, dance-houses, gam bling-hells, 

inted women, with bad whiskey, and free fighting. 

hese houses are kept open at all hours, and on Sundays, 
and as there is but little or no restraint placed upon men 
leaving the reservation for these haunts, the greater part 
of the money after pay day finds its way there, much to 
the chagrin and loss of the trader. The natural conse- 
quence follows; after the soldier has spent his 
money outside of the post, he comes to the trader for a 
check sufficient to keep him supplied with articles he is 
uired to have, which are issued to him without secur- 
ity, and, taking all the risk attending its collection into 
account, at a reasonable price. 

Where no security is given for the collection of debts, 
and the trader is dependent entirely upon the faith of 
the soldier for his pay, great injustice is done the for- 
mer by subjecting every article of merchandise to the 
control of a council of administration. It is all right 
and fair that rates and prices should be established upon 
articles that a soldier is required to have, but where is 
the justice of this protecting the sale of luxuries? If 
a man wishes to sport an imported cigar, or indulge 
himself in wine and cognac, is he to be protected in his 
vices by a council of administration, saying to the trader, 
so much and no more shall be paid for these articles of 
luxury ? Allow me to ask if any protection is given by 
Government to others who desire spending their money 
fér luxurious articles? Why then make post traders 
an exception to the principle that those desiring luxu- 
ries must pay for them ? 

It immediately and forcibly atrikes every post trader 
upon the circular of March 25, 1872, Adjutant- 
General’s , that the;council of administration, in de- 
termining the rate of profit to be allowed, should take 
as well into consideration the large amount of outstand- 
ing debts which he has, from the very nature of things 
to upon his books without interest, as well as the 
many es that he bas to sustain. 

There are many risks which post traders have to take 
at this post. For instance, there is an average stock 
kept on hand of $18,000, buildings at a cost of $9,500, 
which insurance companies have refused to insure. If 
the post is abandoned, or if a new trader is appointed, 
the consequence would be a total loss of his buildings 
and a probable loss of — per cent. of the amount of 
stock. If the property is destroyed by fire the loss is 
complete. These are risks which should in justice be 
taken into consideration, and when traders. ask for pro- 
tection by giving them a lien upon the pay of soldiers, 
for goods sold them the prices of which have been dicta- 


ted, it is nothing but justice that this protection be ex- 
tended them. 

The fact of the business is this; traders who 
have habitually resided at their station and have not 
farmed-out, sub-let, transferred, sold, or assigned their 
business to others, are now made to suffer for the acts of 
those who have, and they have by silence lent assent to 
the accusations against them, knowing at the same 
time that an agency was at work that would certainly 
injure them by establishing a rule from an exception, 
which has at length succeeded, and from this same si- 
lence upon their part. 

In reference to traders paying no post tax for the ex- 
clusive privileges enjoyed, this is true, but is. is never- 
theless true that the tax exacted by the State of Texas, as 
well as county taxes, exceed by far the former post tax. 

TEXANA. 
Fort McKavett, Texas, May 5, 1872. 


A CASE CITED. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

Srr: I think that my case offers a very strong argu- 
ment in favor of “lineal promotions.” I entered the 
Army as first lieutenant January 22, 1867. The present 
captain of my company entered as first lieutenant March 
7, 1867, was promoted to a captaincy February 28, 1869, 
less than two years after. I was tenth in my regiment 
when I joined it. I have since gained two “ files.” Com- 
ment is unnecessary. LINEAL PROMOTION. 

May 15, 1872. 











ARMY LEGISLATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sr: It isa source of gratification to see the military 
committees of the present Congress working earnestly 
to place the Army in its normal condition. Since the 
close of the late war, all has been unsettled and uncer- 
tain. Between expansion, contraction, the dead-lock on 
promotion, reduction of pay of enlisted men, and the 
partial obscuration of brevet rank, the esprit militaire of 
the Army has been well-nigh crushed out and extin- 
guished. 

Fortunately the light is breaking. Bills have been 
prepared to increase the pay of enlisted men and to re- 
move the last vestige of the dead-lock on promotion, and 
will doubtless, soon become laws. If the committees 
will continue the good work, and also secure the repeal 
of Section 16, of the Army Appropriation Act of July 
15, 1870, the Army will not be long in resuming its 
wonted military enthusiasm, and, as a consequence, will 
soon reach a high standard of efficiency. 


ORIGIN OF THE BONAPARTE (NAPOLEON I) 


AmonG the works of lesser importance from the pens 
of authors comparatively unknown, another volume of 
Michelet issues from the press like a luminary of the 
first order—Michelet’s “Origin of the Bonapartes.” This 
volume is a continuation of his series constituting the 
History of France. It ushers the greatest of the Napo- 
leons upon the scene, and presents him in an aspect to- 
tally different from that he has hitherto worn. It is a 
fitting consequent to the revelations of Lanfrey, and tears 
off even more of the disguises than those which Lanfrey 
detected and exposed, demonstrating that the first Napo- 
leon was in many respects as much of a phantasm as the 
last of the Napoleons, stripped of his borrowed plumes 
by the events of 1870, which led to the crowning catas- 
trophe, the humiliation of Sedan. 

Time and space prevent a thorough review of this 
most interesting pubtication, another of the successful 
contributions to the veritable histories of our century. 
Micheiet says that this disinterested individual left 
behind him an enormous fortune, a family extremely 
rich, who, upon the faith of his star, have powerfully 
cultivated the legend with a view to a restoration, labor- 
ing both for him and as he had himself done against the 
great actors of the epoch, Massena, Ney, and the like. 
There is not even a correct likeness of Bonaparte. 
There are only two faithful portraits of him. One is the 
small bust by Houdon (1800) savage, obscure, and misty, 
which resembles a sinisterenigma. The otheris a paint- 
ing which represents him standing in his cabinet (1810 ?). 
It is one of David's productions, who, it is said, devoted 
two years to it, and in it demonstated that he was con- 
scientious, courageous, without a thought of pleasing, 
having no object but the truth; so much so, that the en- 
graver, Grignon, did not dare to follow the original in 
certain details in which the truth contradicted tradition. 
David painted him as he, Napoleon, actually and al- 
ways was, without eyelashes or eyebrows, with thin 
hair of a doubtful chestnut which, in his youth, seemed 
to be black by the application of pomatum. The eyes 
are gray, like a pane of glass in which nothing is to be 
seen. Finally a complete, obscure impersonality, which 
seems phatasmagoric.* 











* Madame Junot, who speaks from personal observation, de- 
scribes Napoleon as undergoing great = in his personal ap- 
pearance at different periods of his life. en she first knew him 
to recollect him, in 1794, his peepmemes, she says (‘“‘ Memoirs of 
Napoleon—his Court and Family,” vol. 1., p. 61), “made an impres- 
sion upon me which I shall never forget. At that period of his 
life Bonaparte was decidedly ugly; he afterwards underwent a 
total change. I do not speak of the illusive charm which his glory 
spread around him, but I mean to say that a gradual physical 
change took place in him in the space of seven years. His emaci- 
ated thinness was conv into a fulness of face, and his com- 
plexion, which had been yellow and ee rege | unhealthy, became 
clear and comparatively fresh; his features, which were angular 
and sharp, me round and filled out. As to his smile, it was 
always agreeable. The mode ot dressing his hair, which has such 
a droll appearance as we see 1t in the prints of the passage of the 
bridge of Arcola, was then comparatively simple; for young men 
of fushion (the muscadins), whom he to rail at so loudly at 
that time, wore their hair very long. But he was very careless of 
bis personal appearance, and his r, which was ill-combed and 
iil- powdered, gave him the look of a sloven. His little hands, too, 
underwent a great metamorphosis; when I first saw him they 
were thin, long, and dark; but he was subsequently vain of the 
beauty of them, and with good reasun. > . ° When I 
recollect him at that time, and think of what he was afterwards, 
I do not see the same man in the two pictures.” 

Referring elsewhere (vol. I., p. 16) to the same subject, Madame 
Junot says: 





Napoleon’s real debut wes on the Thirteenth Vendé- 
miare. Michelet proves that this was another of the 
fictions by which servile agitators convert nothings into 
accepted facts. All the details of the event have been 
manufactured or misrepresented to the profit of the prin- 
cipal figure. Three times Bonaparte’s cannon was left 
to itself and abandoned, which does little honor to his 
foresight. It is proved that the young general had not 
taken the most simple military precaution of occupying 
the windows which commanded the artillery. 

The Thirteenth Véndemiare was a little battle, in 
which there were only two hundred killed, but which 
was remarkable for the want of ability displayed on 
both sides. Nevertheless it was the spring-board for 
Napoleon’s great leap. The Convention saw in the 
victor a man too insignificant to become an object of 
dread, and they gave him the impulse of promotion, 
which he had the cunning never to lose. 

Placed at the head of the army of Italy, he was recom- 
mended to its good will by the supplies which accom- 
panied him. This he confirmed and maintained by his 
promise of booty, which he kept even beyond the hope. 

Bonaparte understood by instinct the truth that 
hatred is onefof the great elements of love. To concili- 
ate the soldiers he organized a sagacious terrorism in 
regard to the employees detested by the soldiers—those 
who furnished provisions,the“ rice—bread—salt,” as they 
were termed. Herein the contrast shown in these mat- 
ters by his predecessor, Massena, who neglected them, 
gave him a great ascendancy ever the army. 

But it ia impossible in this place to indicate all the 
fictions by which, one by one, he attained a great repu- 
tation. Let us pass on to one of the greatest, the bridge 
of Lodi. 

To meet a danger which he feared, a fire in the rear 
from the Directory, a grand stroke was necessary. He 
made his arrangements that one should occur. 

It is remarkable that in such a military career 
Bonaparte was never wounded but once,in the foot, at 
Ulm. The people of St. Helena pretend to have seen, 
after his death, that he was covered with wounds. In 
reality even this one wound in the leg has no other 
guarantee than an engraving which represents him as 
escaping from the hands of the surgeons to mount his 
horse. 


The people at home dreaded that he exposed himself 
too much, but his army made no such mistake. Even 
while believing him brave, as he was, it was astonished 
to see that, in his short Piedmontese campaign, he 
sought so few occasions to prove himself to be so. No 
one expected in him the qualities of inferior officers ; 
neither the warrior-fury of Lannes nor the heroic impa- 
tience of young Joubert; but they would have been 
pleased to see him assume the attitude of the two grand 
figures of the army of Massena, who grew luminons un- 
der fire, or of Augereau, who smiled amid the bullets. 
“ You are too nervous,” Augereau said to him before Cas- 
tiglione. All recognized in him the grandeur of his 
views and attributed to him a profound genius of calcu- 
lation, but they were astonished that he was a little 
disdainful of the details of execution. 

He was at Placentia the 4th or 5th, andhe was still 
there on the 11th of May, 1796. This delay, this long 
respite that he gave to Beaulieu, was calculated to 
arouse the malice of those who were impatient in the 
army. It was time to become a hero. During the night 
he started out the famous picked column under Masse- 
na, which made thirty miles without a halt on the 12th 
of May, when he arrived at the town of Lodi, which he 
took without trouble. Beaulieu, however, had all he 
wished—time to garrison Milan, especially Mantua. He 
had posted his army a little behind the shores of the 
Adda and the bridge of Lodi. At the bridge he had 
lefttwenty cannon and his advance guard. Bonaparte 
stated what was not so, that Beaulieu himself was there 
with his army ; that his order of battle was broken, etc., 
etc. Already Salicetti, his man and his flatterer, could 
not venture so far in falsehood; his statement is only 
10,000 men. In reality Beaulieu was embarrassed. As 
the Adda affords a number of quite easy fords, Beaulieu 
could not suppose that the enemy would aim at the 
bridge (2. ¢., choose exactly the most dangerous passage) 
in face of his batteries. In fact many soldiers did ford, 
laughing at the bridge, which bridge had only one ob- 
ject, that which was intended, a good effect in Paris. 
The bridge was very long, and consequently more 
dangerous than the short bridge of Arcola of subsequent 
renown. Besides it must be taken into account that ar- 
tillery was then very slow, especially in Austrian 
hands. Bonaparte had previously, in opposition to these 
twenty guns, posted his batteries likewise. 

Masséna, who marched at the head of the attacking 
column, took with him Cervoni, desirous, no doubt, that 
this first step toward the conquest of Italy should be led 
by two Italians. They had with them the Frenchman, 
Dallemagne, the impetuous Lannes (of the Army of the 
Pyrenees), who invited himself and came as a volunteer 
to this festival. Behind, before every other corps, 
marched the Savoyards (the best troops of Northern Ita- 
ly), who are hot-heads, and wished to cross over ahead 
with these two Italian generals. 

After these Rusca, Augereau, and our Pyrenean 
bands, notified a little later. 

I have before my eyes a report of a Swiss, named Bo- 
bet, who was with these Savoyards, in the battalion 
styled Helvetian. Wounded, and, almost precipitated in- 
to the river, he clung to the bridge and saw everything. 
There was, said he, at first some hesitation. Massena 
forced the passage. But if Salicetti and Napoleon are to 


“ Saveira (Napoleon’s nurse) told me that Napoleon was never & 
pretty boy, as Joseph had been—a defect common to the Bona- 
parte family. When Napoleon grew up, the peculiar charm of his 
countenance lay in his eye, especially in the mild expression it as- 
sumed in his moments of kindness. Though his smile was capti- 
vating, yet the expression of bis mouth, when disdainful or angry, 
could searcely be seen without terror. But that forehead, which 
seemed formed to bear the crowns of the whole world, those hands 
of which the most coquettish weman might have been vain, an 

whose white skin covered museles of iron—ia short, of all that 
persona! beauty which distinguishes Napoleon us a yOung man, no 
traces were discoverable in the boy.” —[Ep. AkRMy AND Navy JoUR- 
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be believed, it was Berthier who rushed to the head of 
the column, carried everything, supported by Massena. 
A very indiscreet version of the story, which ought to be 
considered epigrammatic. What! Berthier there, thus, 
the chiefof the staff, the man of maps and plans, this mili- 
tary geographer, who, laying aside his own part, mixed 
himself up in this row, and who doubtless dragged on 
Massena. Bonaparte, not being there himself, thought 
it useful perhaps to send thither Berthier, his man, 
who hardly ever left his side. The soldiers, on seeing 
Berthier, believed that they saw Bonaparte himself. 

This one (Bonaparte) only made his appearance before 
the. affair, my witness says, to establish a battery upon 
the bridge in order to prevent the Austrians from cutting 
it ; and this was done, Salicetti states, “ under a hail of 

grape shot.” Fortunately the bed of the Adda (like all 
the large Alpine torrents) is a flat of flint pebbles, very 
wide at this place. M. Thiers represents Bonaparte as 
reconnoitring the shores of the Adda and returning 
into the town, “after having formed his plan.” What, 
had he come there without having any fixed plan? “He 
communicates to his troops am extraordinary courage.” 
It is the scene of ¢Louis XIV. at the passage of the 
Rhine, where the King laments that his grandeur keeps 
him fixed upon the shore (7. ¢., will not permit him to 
lead through the river.) 

In this little affair there were 1,200 killed. This even 
Salicetti admits. They took good care not to pursue. The 
soldiers were fatigued, says Bonaparte. Say rather that 
Beaulieu was only a short step distant, with his forty or 
fifty thousand men not. broken into. At this ppint 
Bonaparte’s effrontery is superb. He dares to state that 
the enemy’s army, which was not there (at the bridge of 
Lodi) was dispersed. One thing is certain, this army 
retired slowly, after having perfectly fulfilled the or- 
ders from Vienna, “te garrison Milan, revictual Man- 
tua. 

The effect of this affair was immense. As at this mo- 
ment news came that the French armies on the Rhine 
were taking the field. Beaulieu held himself in reserve, 
and drew back up towards the Tyrol. Bonaparte wrote 
to Carnot: “ This battie gives us the whole of Lombardy. 
I will besiege Milan and Mantua; and if the Army of 
the Rhine advance, I will push up the Adige. I will 
invade the Tyrol and extend to them the hand.” 

At Jast, on the 14th May, arrived the despatch of the 
Directory ; to divide the Army of Italy, to summon Kel- 
lerman. But everything had changed. Bonaparte, 
firmly established and arrogant on his bridge. of Lodi, 
pays no attention to them, and rather gives them a rep- 
rimand. He speaks like a king: “Only a single man 
(chief) is wanted, and nothing shoald be permitted to 
interfere with him.” 

In this moment of his strength, when no one dared 
to dispute any matter with him, he threw overboard 
Salicetti, set as a spy upon him, notwithstanding he had 

been so obliging. Neither had he any more need of an 
advocate with the Jacobins after this success of Lodi. To 
recompense Salicetti’s last bulletin, although so partial, 
hesaid brutally: “If I must refer at every step to the 
government commissioners, expect no further advan- 
tage.” 

The Directory did not breathe a word! From this 
moment Bonaparte appealed directly to the public, and 
created for himself a marvellous publicity. In order 
that this grand trumpet blast should stir up all France, 
he sent to each department the names of his grenadiers 
who had passed the bridge of Lodi, so that each locality 
might have an interest in celebrating the affair. 

It produced an extraordinary noise. Not all the wars 
of the empire have been able to eclipse it. During my 
childhood, and even up to 1814,I have seen along the 
boulevards and quays, always always, the bridge of Lodi, 
and on the bridge, with a flag in his hand, Bonaparte, 
who was not there. (The writer recollects well the same 
pictorial falsehood in his ancestral home.) Up to this time 
he had not had much opportunity to expose himself per- 
sonally, and did not feel angry at the popular error which 
identified him with this celebrated achievement, Who 
was the author of this error? It must be spoken, himself. 
A young engraver of Genoa presented to him certain 
—_ representing our deeds of arms. Bonaparte sent 

im twenty-five louis, with a recommendation to en- 
grave “the bridge of Lodi.” The grateful young man 
could not fail to represent Bonaparte there, whose im- 
age rests thenceforward upon this bridge for his immor- 
talization. 

From the basis of this fact, and this false tradition, all 
the arts have lied for the glorification of Bonaparte. 
Josephine, beloved by the artists, kind to them in this 
time of poverty, either by gifts or by tender flattery in- 
fluenced them to spread abroad the name, the popularity 
of her hero, At the Library the cartoons—Henin—are 
full of him. Among others, I have seen a fine engray- 
ing which represents him in Italy, close to the tomb 
beneath the laurel of Virgil. From this time forward 
they commenced to adopt for him the false type which 
prevailed over the true one. 

In thus idealizing him, these engravings are some- 
times combinations to depreciate his rivals and to bury 
the true hero of the revolution, the magnanimous) 

oche. The Cabinet of engravings possesses one which 
is very cruel. The five grand generals of the time ap- 
pear in it, holding in their hands the map of the countries 
they conquered. Pichegru is in it, long and com- 
mon, with the map of Holland; Moreau, mediocre, and 
vulgar, with that of the banks of the Rhine. But the 
real effect of the print is to contrast Hoche and Bona- 
parte. Bonaparte—grand, audacious, heroic—with the 
gesture of a conqueror, displays the map of lovely Italy. 
Hoche—insignificant, short, squat—exactly the contrary 
of what he really was, but sad—I was going to say 
humble and repentant—shows, blushingly, the Vendee, 
the field of civil war, the inexplicable strand of Quibeon, 
and visibly asks pardon of the future. 

Thus far Michelet. Let us add, if Bonaparte or his 
following had any hand in this, it was both mean and 
cruel; for Hoche was in many respects by far the noblest 
of the great commanders brought forth by the first 
great French revolution. He was high souled, humane, 





generous, self-sacrificing, as a man—everything that 
Bonaparte was not. What he accomplished was due to 
his own self. The treads ‘of his ascent to glory were 
his own achievements, not rungs fashioned from the 
deeds of subordinates, broken out or whittled away when 
they had served their purpose, like those of Massena, 
Augereau, etc., etc., by Bonaparte. Hoche was loyal to 
the republic, like our George H. Thomas; for Bona- 
parte imitators might be found at home, but lacking 
his unscrupulous treason, or the opportunities to apply 
their criminal audacity. ANCHOR. 








RETIRED ARMY OFFICERS. 


To the Senate of the United States. 

Your petitioncr, for himself, and in behalf of other in- 
terested retired army officers, respectfully represents and 
petitions your honorable body, 

That, the bill (H. R. 2,697) which passed the House 
of Representatives and referred by you to your Military 
Committee, should not become a law, for the following 
reasons : 

Said bill proposes— 

1. To repeal the following section of the act of July 
28, 1866, fixing the military peace establishment. 

Src. 32. And be it further enacted, That officers of the 
regular army entitled to be retired in consequence of 


be retired upon the full rank of the command held by 
them, whether in regular or volunteer service at the 
time such wounds were received. 

2. Not only to repeal the abcve law, but to “level 
down ” the officers who have been retired under its pro- 
visions to thé same standard of rank and pay with 
officers whose rank alone, acquired in the regular and 
ordinary way from seniority, without regard to service, 


tirement, from all causes of disability, including old age, 
length of service, etc.; and, first, allow me to remark, 
that the passage of said bill and the repeal of said law 
will benefit no one. 

Second. But will materially injure and “level down” 
a large class of worthy and gallant officers who com- 
manded and led to victory our armies, divisions, brigades, 


sought fo: and obtained duty with troops in the field, 
and rose by merit, capacity and gallantry to high com- 
mands. 

Third. As the law now stands no officer can be re- 
tired with rank and pay above his actual commission in 
the regular army, unless he is disabled for active duty 
from wounds received in battle while holding a higher 
command than his actual regular army commission. 
Just that distinction now exists and nothing more. And 
ouly those who sought and obtained high commands 
with troops in the field can receive its benefits, and that 
is the only benefit, honor, or emolument that can now be 
conferred by law upon that class of officers. European 
nations grant medals to distinguished officers for gallan- 
try in battle, ete. Our Government confers no such 
honor. Brevet commissions were awarded to our army 
officers, but Congress, by law, abolished aJl benefits of 
brevets by the act of July 15, 1870. Now that is gone, 
and our gallant and distinguished officers who com- 
manded regiments, brigades, divisions, and army corps 
in the late war have, as an only benefit and recognition 
of such services, the existing law in regard to retirement. 
And now it is proposed by that bill not only to repeal 
the law as it exists, but to destroy the benefits of its 
operation on all those officers who have availed them- 
selves of its provisions—accepted of it in good faith, 
so that, in point of honor, it is equivalent to a vested 
right. 

Fourth. But if that bill passes and the existing law 
is repealed the state of facts will be just this: A captain 
of the regular army who sought an important and dan- 
gerous field of duty, and commanded a regiment, a 
brigade, and a division of trovps-in the field, operating 
with our most important armies, and who lost in battle 
an arm or leg, is “levelled down”. to the identical stand- 
ard in every respect with a captain of his regiment who 
may have perhaps passed the years of the late great war 
(and it will be hard to find in history a more important 
one, ending with more glorious results) on administra- 
tive duty in Maine, or a colonel who may perhaps have 
amused himself in Rhode Island with the nominal com- 
mand of the nominal headquarters of a regiment in the 
field commanded by a junior officer. 

Fifth. By existing laws and regulations, in force and 
practice for many years, no officer of the army can re- 
ceive promotion except in the order of seniority, no mat- 
ter how distinguished or deserving or how tame and 
commonplace his senior in rank. The present benefits 
of the retired list, being the only recognition or reward 
that can be granted, should not be abolished. If any re- 
gard should be had fer command and field service and 
wounds received in battle, then the only remaining 
benefit should be left undisturbed. 

Sixth. Much has been said about major-generals and 
brigadier-generals on the retired list as though the army 
was full of such. The facts may dissipate a delusion on 
the subject. Here they are from the Army Register 
of 1872: Major-generals, 11; brigadier-generals, 7; 
total, 18. 

And whom will this proposed bill “level down ?” 
First on the list, Major-General Joseph Hooker, (our 
“Fighting Joe,’ whose very name should, wither to 
ashes this bill), followed by ten others on the liat of 
major-generals, 

Let us look at the list of brigadier-generals retired. 
First, Gabriel R. Paul, who is blind from the loss of both 
eyes from a gunshot in the battle of Gettysburg; fol- 
lowed by six others on the same list. Only three on both 
these lists of major-generals and brigadier-generals had 
rank as low as captain at the date of their retirement. 
One of these I must in justice refer to, as much has been 
said about it to justify the propriety of the passage of 
that bill; and that is Francis Fessenden. He was a 
captain in 1861; colonel of volunteers in 1862; briga- 
dier-general May 10, 1864; major-general November 9, 





disability occasioned by wounds received in battle, may |. 


with or without command of troops, entitles them to re- 


and reg’ments in the late war: that class of officers who- 


1865, to September 1, 1866 ; retired as brigadier-genera 
November 1, 1866. He lost a leg in battle. Thus it 
will be seen that hig.captain’s commission was only nomi- 
nal, and that his war service was really that of a colonel 
and general. RETIRED OFFICER. 








NAVAL MATTERS IN CONGRESS. 

Ar the evening session on Monday, May 14, the Senate 
Naval Committee passed the following, among others: 

The Senate bill providing that Harriet B. Pendleton, 
widow of George H. Pendleton, late acting master of the 
United States Navy, who was captured January 7, 1864, 
on the South Carolina const, in the discharge of his 
duties, shall be entitled to receive his share of all prizes 
captured by the U.S, stéaner Montgomery, during the 
time of his imprisonment; and also that his name shall 
be considered as being borne on the ships books the same 
as though he had been temporarily nbsent. If the prize 
money has already been distributed, the S:ererary of the 
Navy is authorized to order the payment to be made 
from the moiety thereof belonging to the United States. 

The Senate bill which proposes to pay $1,000 to Cecilia 
Barr, widow of William Barr, in consideration of his 
valuable services and information to the forces of the 
United States in the harbor of Savannah in the winters 
of 1861 and 1862. 

The Houre bill which entitles H. C. Christopher, G. 
W. Beard, C. A. Uber and Edward Stiles, while on the 
retired list of the Navy, to the pay of retired second 


‘| assistant engineers. It also authorizes the President to 


appoint N. H. Lamdin at the foot of the active list, 
second assistunt enginecr in the pea 

The House bill, as amended, providing for the appoint- 
ment to the retired list of the Navy of John Swan- 
son, a mute, who has been in the naval service 
for nearly twenty years, and who was-disabled in 
the line of his duty; and Louia R. Chester, who was 
disabled in the attack upon Fort Fisher, while an acting 
ensign in the Navy. 

The Sermte bill appropriating $50,000 to pay Charles 
W. Whitney for the enlargement of the iron-clad bat- 
tery Keokuk, including all extra labor, material, and all 
damages. 

The Senate bill allowing to Mrs. Columbia M. Payne, 
Mrs. Alice Brownwell, Calvert O. Berryman, and Wil- 
liam M. Berryman, children of Otway H. Berryman, 
deceased, $2,160 02, being the amount of losses sustained 
by him while commanding and acting as purser of the 

. 8. schooner Onkahye, 

The Senate bill (899) for the distribution of $20,664 69 
among the children of Otway Berryman, deceased, and 
the other officers and crew of the U. 8. schooner Onkahye 
being the balance of the prize money obtained by the 
capture of the bark Lawrens by the schconer in 1848. 

The House Judiciary Committee reported and ow 
last week, the House bill allowing Samuel B. Elliott, 
late acting purser of the U. 8. vessel-of-war Flirt, in the 
adjustment of his accounts, $556 58, payable out of any 
money appropriated for the paymerit of officers or sea- 
men of the Navy, that being the amount due for his 
services as acting purser, after deducting the amount 
paid to kim as midshipman in the Navy. 








THERE are now in active duty on the great lakes of 
the United States six American vessels belonging to the 
Revenue Marine service, whose duty it is to examine the 
clearances of vessels, for prevention of smuggling, and to 
assist vessels in distress. These boats, named re 
tively the Johnson, Sherman, Disc, Fessenden, , 
and Perry, are each manned by forty men, and carry four 
rifled guns. Besides the regular revenue work, these 
boats assisted forty-one vessels in distress and picked up 
seven drowning men. Some idea of the revenue labor 
in that time may be gathered from the fact that 2,071 
vessels were boarded, and 112 seized and reported. The 
number of miles steamed was 20,691. 








TuHE Paris Bureau Veritas has just published statistics 
of disasters on sea during the month of March, 1872. 
According to this, 239 sailing vexeels were sunk during 
that month, namely: 24 English, 19 French, 59 American, 
26 German, 4 Greek, 11 Italian, 6 Holland, 6 Norwegian, 
4 Danish, 1 Swedish, 1 Portuguese, 2 Austrian, 2 Spanish, 
3 Russian, and 1 Belgian. In this number are included 
15 vessels of which no news were received at all, so that 
it is to be taken for granted the vessels were sunk with 
their freight and crew. The number of steamships 
wholly destroyed is 25; among them is also one of 
which no news has been had. 





IN order to insure as far as possible the safety of the 
gunpowder works at.the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, the 
gas-lamps are in future to be lighted by means of 
electricity. This process has already been adopted at 
the cannon cartridge factories and several other work- 
shops, where the quantity of explosive material is 
necessarily large, and it is understood to be intended to 
apply this system to all the buildings in the Royal 
Arsenal where work of a similar nature is carried on. 








LETTERS 1N THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICS, 


Tux following is a list of letters remaining in the New York Post- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 
ARMY. 
May 17. 
MaGowons i, Captai | Rankine W. G. Golonel 

Hee er ee White, W.H, Cola 

May 21, 

Abbott, J. H., Colonel. Ladd, J. D., Captain. 
Barnes, D., Captaia. rine, J., General. * 
Baxter, H. H., General. 
Bartticker, Otto, Colonel. 


Leg: 5 7 
Livin mn, H. B., Captain. 
| Loomis, B. F., Captain. 
Christensen, C. 'f., General. | Moses, R. J., Colonel. 





eee = Cone. | Philips, eg oo Colonel. 
ues ” aptain. 4 ~D. Captain, 
, Roberts, W: H., Colonel. : 
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THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Tae Rieat or Way.—One of the most serious objections 
to the parade of large bodies of men in the streets of a' city 
8 their interference with the passage of business and other 
vehicles during the necessary delays of formation, etc. Ma- 
jor-General Shaler, commanding First division, however, 
with wiee forethought, has directed, on the occasion of the 
parade of May 30, that, during the time the troops remain in 
line, a staff officer be kept in front of each brigade, who will 
allow, when imperatively necessary, the passage of vehicles 
across the line. The police will be instructed to act in con- 
cert with, and in support of the direetions of such staff offi- 
cers. After the reviewing personage has passed each battery 
of artillery, will be formed in column of sections and closed 
up to proper distance. The infantry and cavalry will also 
break into column, after the reviewing personage has passed, 
and close up the intervals formed by the movement of the 
artillery. The military on occasions of this kind have 
always claimed a positive right to the streets and avenues of 
the city, and time and time again have seriously interfered 
with the business community of the city. The National 
Guard, however, to its praise, has frequently given way to 
the wheel of business, while on the contrary, civic and other 
associations have often held supreme possession of our 
streets, and the attempt to break their alignment has more 
than once interferred with the general good order of New 
York city. We claim that no body or bodies of men hav 
exclusive privileges to any public thoroughfare, but on all 
occasions should endeavor as far as consistent with good 
order to give the right of way to business and public vehi- 
cles. Major-General Shaler has made a good movement in 
the right direction, and we trust his example will be fully 
mitated by some cf our prominent civic associations. In 
his coonection we will add that the laws recently passed by 
the legielature in regard to processions will prevent somewhat 
the obstruction of our public thoroughfare. 

Unsust AssA ULTS ON THE MiLit1A.—There has always 
been too strong a disposition on the part of the public and 
the press to ridicule the militia of the country, and place our 
citizen soldery in a false position, as compared with the Reg- 
ular service. In the ‘‘ good old times” of fuss and-feather 
brigades a large portion of the militia of the country fairly 
laid itself open to such ridicule; but during the war and 
since many of there militia organizations have won for them- 
selves a name well deserving of respect, and which should 
long since have silenced the sneers of their detractors. The 
time devoted by our National Guardsmen in perfecting 
themselves in the military art is toe great to make these 
workers the object of slighting remarks. Moreover they 
freely spend their own money to realize their ends, for little 
or no support is received from State governments, which 
have not yet learned the importance of encouraging niilitary 
training among our young men. The only real recompense 
asked and amply deserved by the National Guard is public 
favor and acknowledgment of services. But even this it does 
not get. Instead, we see these earnest students of the mili- 
tary art paraded in print aa ‘‘ amateur soldiers’’ or “ stay- 
at-homee.’? What would their cynical friends wish them to 
do in times of peace? Would they have the militia pur- 
posely disturb the peace of any particular community, or 
would they have it provoke a war with the mere object in 
view of showing that they can fight as well as parade through 
the streets of a great city? The young men who compose 
the greater portion of our citizen soldiery gave in the late 
war marked evidences not only of willingness to put their 
training to practical test, but they also showed that they 
made better soldiers than those who had not taken the pains 
to become so trained. It is useless for us to cite the vast 
numbers of these very ‘‘ play soldiers’’ who have Iaid 
down their lives for their country, or the numbers who arose 
by bravery on the open field from the ranks of a militia 
company to some of the highest military positions within the 
bestowal of the Government. The militia has its faults, but 
to-day, the discipline, drill, and gensral condition of 
the militia or National Guard of some of the States is on a 
level with that of the Army of the United States. Our 
citizen soldiery has to contend hard for its maintenance 
as a National Guard, and in many States is almost self- 
supporting, while in others again the support is totally 
inadequate to its size and standard. 

These remarks have been provoked by an article which 
appeared in the Detroit Tribune, casting a slur on the mili- 
tia companies of Detroit, Mich., because the Governor of the 
State did not call on them to suppress a recent mining riot, 
instead of onthe United States troops. The militia, it seems, 
was not to blame ; but the Governor, we fear, knew full well no 
particular effort had been made on the part of the State to 
create, let alone support, a decent’ National Guard; he 
therefore deemed it far more wise as well as economical to 
call on the United States for defence. The State of Michi- 
gan has a few good companies, but much of course cannot be 
expected of the militia of a State, when its Adjutant-Gen- 
eral thus remarks in his annual report: ‘‘In regard to the 

State militia, I am sorry to say that there is scarce enough 
of it to make any report on the subject.” The State ef 
Michigan at one time had as many as six companies—two 
disbanded some time since, for want of support mainly, and 
three or four are still in existence, and are self-supporting 
almost, if not entirely. And this in the great{State of Michi- 








every State should be able at all times to protect itself 
against internal disturbance, and when the Governor is 
forced te eall on the General Government for aid, the State - 
autherities should receive the censure of the press, not the 
skeleton militia, which, from want of proper aid on the part 
of the State, is too weak even to defend itself. Even these 
few companies, he'-ever, deserve encouragement on the part 
of the press and public, which ehould cherish this grain of 
mustard seed, and sve to it that by faithful care it grows to 
be a great tree. 


RirtE Practics.—Now that the establishment of a rifle 
range and the offering of State prizes for competition in 
marksmanship has, by the passsge by the New York Legis- 
lature of the bill prepared by the National Rifle Association, 
become a fixed fact, it is important that those regiments 
who are desirous of making an honorable appearance upon 
the official returns should commence to bestir themselves. 
It is understood to be the intention of the military authori- 
ties to go into this matter thoroughly. While endeavor will 
be made to excite emulation by prizes and eclat, yet a cer- 
tain smount of ball practice will be exacted, and the results 
published so as to compel all to place themselves upon record. 
The National Rifle Association, appreciating the difficulty 
which has slways been experienced by the National Guard in 
the study of rifle practice from the want of any available 
work in regard to it, have induced their Secretary, Captain 
George W. Wingate, to prepare a manual apon the subject, 
which has been officially approved by Major-Generals Shaler 
and Woodward, and several other of the leading officers of 
the National Guard, and is now going through the press. 
This work covers the entire subject, and gives all the 
details required by an officer properly to instruct his com- 
mand, It has been prepared with great care, and is highly 
spoken of by those who have examined it, and will, it is 
understood, be adopted as part of the authorized tactics of the 
State. Those officers who are desirous of keeping up to the 
spirit of the age will do well to thoroughly acquaint them- 
selves with the instructions contained in it as soon as it ia 
publi shed. 

Twenty-tHinp Inrantry.—This regiment will assemble 
in fall dress uniform (white trousers) at the armory on the 
30th inst. to parade in the city of New York. Roll call at 
12:30 p.m. Line will be formed in Henry sireet, right rest- 
ing on Orange street, at 12:45. This regiment having 


adopted, by a majority vote, white trousers, in addition to 


the already accepted bill of dress, the members are ordered 
to provide themselves with the same for this parade, without 
delay. The quartermaster will provide transportation by 
water to the foot of Twenty-third street, East River. Geo. 
K. Smith has been appointed surgeon, vice Goodridge, re- 
signed—rank, July 12, 1872; Fuller Walker, assistant sur- 
geon, vice Goodridge, promoted—rank, May 6, 1872. Pri- 
vate Robert Fletcher, Company K, having been expelled by 
vote of his company, April 4, 1872, the same is approved by 
order of Colonel Rodney C. Ward. 


Erenta Inrantry.—This regiment, Colonel Scott, will 
parade in full-dress uniform May 30. Line will be 
formed at 1:30 a. m. The headquarters of this 
regiment are established at the armory, No. 226 West 
Twenty-third street, where all communications on regimental 
business will be addressed. The adjutant and quartermaster 
will be at the armory on Monday evenings, and the colonel 
on Thursday evenings, for the transaction of regimental 
business. The regular monthly meeting of the Board of 
Officers was held on Monday evening. — 


Twevrrs Inrantry.—This command will parade.in full- 
dress uniform (plume and white gloves), for inspection and 
review on May 30. Assembly at regimental armory at 
1 o’olock p.m. The line of march will be down Fifth ave- 
nue to the point of review, which will be established in 
Washington Square, south of Waverley Place. Drum-Ser- 
geant George W. Brown is appointed drum-major, vice 
Evens, deceased. 

Nunta Inrantrr.—An election is ordered to be held May 
29 at the armory of this command, at 8 o’clock Pp. m., to fill 
the office of colonel, which has become vacant by the death 
of Colonel James Fisk, Jr. The officers of this regiment and 
one sergeant from each company will meet in full fatigue 
aniform (white trousers and gloves), at the Grand Central 
Depot, Forty-second street, on May 30, at 7:15 o’olock a. m., 
and to proceed to Woodlawn Cemetery for the purpose of 
decorating the graves of the members of the regiment buried 
there. In compliance with orders from divivision and 
brigade headquarters this command parade on May 30, 
in full-dress uniform (white trousers and gloves). Roll 
call of companies at 1 o’clock Pp. m. 


First Brigapg, First Division.—This brigade, Brigadier- 
General Ward, will parade on the 30th inst. It will form in 
deployed line on Fifth avenue, facing east, right resting on 
Washington Square, and subsequently moved by the left 
flank to its proper position. Lieut t-Colonel Madden 
will detail a corporal and four privates to report to the chief 
ef staff at the northwest corner of Fifth avenue and Wash- 
ington square at 2 o’clock for orderly duty. Regimental 
commanders are reminded of the distance of their respective 
armories from the place of assembly, and will report to the 
chief of staff promptly at 2:30 o’clock. 

Fortr-saventa Inrantry.—This regiment will parade in 
the city of New York in full uniform on May 30 for inspec- 








gan, baying » population of nearly 1,200,000! We believe 


tion and review. The regiment will assemble at the armory- 


Brooklyn, E. D., at 11:45 a. m. Charles H. Bernard, Com- 
pany E, has been discharged by expiration of term of service, 
and Sergeant J. D. Jones, Company K, reduced to the 
ranks by neglect of duty. ‘ 

Tae Benerits or Minitary Boox- xeEePrinc.—Mr. Walter 
Gibson, of 98 Nassau street, has addressed a note to Comp- 
troller Green, of New York, calling his attention to the fact 
that none of the city departments, except the fire, keep a 
property ledger. He adds that in the opinion of Colonel 
Silas Crispin, Ordnance Corps U. 8S. Army, and principal 
purchasing agent U. 8. Army; of General Alexander Shaler, 
president of the Fire Department ; of Major-General A. B. 
Dyer, chief of ordnance, Washington, D. C.; and of others 
whom [ have consulted, the frauds on the city in carpets, 
furniture, etc., with respect to quantities and numbers (and 
in these respects the frauds principally were), if such a device 
to secure property accountability had been adopted, would 
have been impossible. The Commercial Advertiser, speaking 
of this letter, says : 


Under the late , no department exogpt the Fire, so far as we 
have been informed, kept a property ledger in which every individu- 
al who is made the custodian of City property ht be debited with 
the articles received by him from merchants and other officials, and 
in which he might be credited with all articles turned over by him 
to proper authorities, or properly d d, or d un- 
productively in service, or productively in manufactures; or 
required from its officials quarterly property returns, accompanied 
by the proper hers, receipts, certificates of inspection, 
condempation, and expenditure, abstracts of issucs and receipts, 
copies of, “Orders of Supplies,” and inventories to be transmitted to 
the Property of Auditor ; or witbheld the pay of any official till he 
accounted for every article delivered to him, or reimbursed the 
City for any loss sustained. This is the system of the United States 
Army and Navy, of the New York state Militia, aud of the 
Metropolitan Fire Department. Under this system carpets, 
furniture, etc., receipted and paid for by the City, could not be 
appropriated to private use, nor could City purchasing agents, who 
provioed articles for their friends, which the City paid for, obtain 
a dollar of their pay or escape the peril of an action for breach of 
trust, until they had shown their authority for so delivering them, 
or reproduced them, or reimbursed the City out of their own poc- 
kets. Amid all this culpable neglect in caring for City property we 
take pleasure in neting General Shaler’s faithfulness ina fiduciary 
capacity. For a longtime prior to his appointment as President of 
the Metropolitan Fire De ment he had veen prominent as a mem- 
ber of the militia, where he had learned the method by which a 
perfect accountability as to ion ey in the hancs of agents might 
be maintained. He was enabled, on June 26, 1867, foity-six days 
after his entrance on the Fire Department, te inaugurate there the 
United States Army system. 


Tue Cavatry Armonies.—The effort now being made to 
reduce the enormous rentals of city armories by the Board 
of New York Supervisors is timely and commendable. The 
Tammany leases of there necessary rendezvous of our mili- 
tary have for years been an outrage on the service, and an 
insult to every respectable member thereof, who, in the 
eyes of the taxpayers, has been looked upon as the indirect 
cause of excessive taxation. The “ armory swindle’’ was 
one of the first wedges that split the Tammany rock, and the 
expose, a8 made by the New York Times on this subject did 
more to demoralize this faction than perhaps any other 
frauds presented. Of course the leases of many of these 
buildings made it impossible to reduce the rental paid, but 
the matter is gradually being righted by the action of the 
supervisors in endeavoring to re-rent these buildings for 
armory purpvses at reduced rates. The following communi- 
cation in reply to an interrogation of the Times is published 
regarding the recent renewal of the lease of the Thirteeuth 
street Riding School for an armory, or cavalry practice rooms 
for the First Cavalry and the cavalry generally of the First 
division. Mr. Peter Gilsey, in reply to the Times, explains 
by saying that he was chiefly instrumental in negotiating 
the lease and urging its adoption by the board, for the follow- 
ing sound reasons : 


1. The premises in question consist of a large building, 
75 feet front on Thirteenth street, distant abeut 150 feet 
from Fifth avenue. Any real estate agent or property- 
owner will inform you that the rent agreed to be paid by the 
city is cheap. 

2. This is the only armory in the city suitable for cavalry 








other unoccupied armories already rented by the city were 
not made use of. 

3. There was no private agreement or understanding by 
which any one was to make a ‘‘pile,’’ or any money what- 
ever, but it wasa fair, open, above-board transaction, and 
highly advantageous, as I think, to the city. 

The following letter from General Shaler may be cited in 
further justification of the supervisors, if anything further is 
needed. 

HEADQUARTERS Finest Drvision N. G. 8. N. Y., ? 
New Yoxk, May 20, 1872. § 
To the Honorable Board of Supervisors County of New York: 


GENTLEMEN: I understand you have in contemplation the re- 
leasing of the Thirteenth street armory. I desire to express my 
approval, and to urge the importance of a settlement of the ques- 
tion at an early day. At the present time there is not a rendez- 
vous for cavalry in the whole city under the control of the author- 
ities. A plece for equestrian practice is indispensable for cavalry, 
and the central location of the buildings and ground under consid- 
eration makes them, in the highest sense, desirable. I earnestly 
hope you will consummate the arrangement at once, if the lease 
can be obtained at reasonable rates. 

I have the nouor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

‘ i ALEXANDER SHALER, 
Major-General Commanding First Divisiun. 


The Times acknowledges the soundness of Mr. Gilsey’s judg- 
ea0ge you st pred yuea og} 484) A][B{107IpPe 807848 pus ‘QueTt 
its value; that it is the only armory in the city suitable for 
cavalry. This effectually disposes of any objection which 
can be urged against the renewal of the lease. It further 
temarks: ‘* We presume it will be found possible to accom- 
modate here the First and Third regiments, who have an 
armory at Nos. 37 and 39 Bowery, and the small corps of 
sixty-eight men who have quarters at Nos. 108 and 110 
West Twenty-fourth street. For one part of the Bowery 
armory the city has been paying $4,500 a year (the lease 
having just terminated); for the other it is paying $9,000 a 
year and of this the lease does not terminate until May, 1874. 





The West Twenty-fourth street place costs the tax-payers 


exercises, which is a sufficient answer to the objection that . 
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$17,000 a year, and the lease extends till November, 1877. Of 
the $26,000 still being paid for the accommodation of a 
handful of cavalry, for whome suitable quarters have been 
secured at $7,500, we trust it may be possible to relieve the 
tax-payers. The validity of some of these armory leases 
ought to have been tested long ago, and we look to the 
Supervisors’ Committee to co-operate with the Comptroller 
in the endeavor to break them up. 


Forty-sEventa Inrantry.—The last of the series of 
promenade concerts given by this regiment in aid of the 
band uniform fund took place at its armory, Brooklyn, E. 
D., on the evening of May 16. The rt ed at 
9 o’clock. The programme consisted of choice selections of 
eminent German composers, which were performed with per- 
fection, and the concert closed with the maszy dance. At 
midnight ‘‘ Home, Sweet Home’’ was charmingly discoursed, 
thereupon the large assemblage of fair ladies and gay cava- 
liers departed much pleased with the experience of a well 
spent night. Much credit is due to Lieutenant-Colonel A. 
H. Rogers. chairman of the Music Committee, who ,was 
ably seconded by the committee and the members of the 


regiment. 











TairntTEENTH InrFANTRY.—On Thursday evening of last 
week this command assembled for practice in review and 
general military ceremonies. The assembly was a detail of 
ten commands of eight files, and the formation, for some 
reason or other, was delayed at least half an hour after the 
time announced in orders. General Jourdan was not pres- 
ent, and in his absence ‘Lieutenant-Colonel Briggs assumed 
command. The review was generally well performed, and 
the attentiveness and steadiness of the men particularly 
marked. The exhibition in the manual was likewise most 
commendable. During the evening considerable more time 
was devoted to instruction of the officers than the men, 
which in some commands would be perhaps an exercise of 
wise judgment on the part of the battalion commandant, but 
in the Thirteenth we could see no special object in ocou- 
pying the time of the men in continuous passages in review for 
the mere purpose of instructing company officers in the 
proper mode of saluting with the sword. The Thirteenth 
and its officers naturally were a little *‘rusty,’’ and, in fact, 
in a few particulars, gave some remarkable evidences of 
their long absence from the school of the battalion. At the 
dismissal, when the first sergeants were called to the ‘‘ front 
and centre,’’ they all stepped out, and, without waiting for 
the order to march, came forward to report to the adjutant. 
Adjutant Richards, however, compelled them to ‘‘ repeat the 
execution,” and it was attempted three times before this 
simple movement was correctly performed. We were a little 
surprised to see this in the Thirteenth, and must commend 
the adjutant for not overlooking even so simple an error. 
Major Daniel was present, and assisted the lieutenant-colonel 
during the movements. The regiment assembled on Thurs- 
day evening last for further practice. This command will pa- 
rade in full uniform (white pants), for inspection and review 
on the30th inst. Line will be formed on Monroe Place, right 
resting on Pierrepont street, at 11:39 a, m. 


Tuirty.szconD Inrantry.—This regiment will assemble 
in fatigue uniform (white gloves), at the armory, Brooklyn, 
E. D., on May 30, at 11 o’clock a.™., for parade and review 
in New York. Colonel Roehr says of the service of these 
orders that company commandants ‘‘will be particularly 
carefal in having the squad warrants made out correctly, 
and properly signed and sworn to, before turning them over. 
Signatures of officers and non-commissioned officers must be 
written with ink, and not with lead pencil. The caption of 
the squad warrant must contain a proper company order for 
the assembly of the company, and must in all cases be copied 
in the company order book. The colonel commanding re- 
grets to be compelled to call the attention of company com- 
mandants and sergeants to the neglectful manner in which in 
a@ number of cages orders have been served and squad war- 
rants returned. The proper service of orders is one of the 
main agencies for the maintenance of discipline in the Na- 
tional Guard organizations, and should be attended to with 
the utmost care. Hereafter company commandants who 
fail to make their returns at the proper time will be placed 
under arrest, and sergeants who are neglectful in their report 
will be reduced to the ranks. They will therefore govern 
themselves accordingly. Officers and sargeants who cannot 
spare the time for the proper performance of their duties 
should either resign or return to the ranks.” 

The following non-commissioned officers, having passed the 
regimental Board of Examination, their election is con- 
firmed : Louis Dhuy, commissary sergeant, original vacancy ; 
John P. Kleinlien, quartermaster-sergeant Company C, vice 
Mannhardt, returned to the ranks on bis own application ; 
Charies Becker, sergeant Company F, vice Treys, transferred ; 
Charles Schleicher, sergeant Company F, vice Schneeloch, 
returned to the ranks on his own application; Leon Levy, 
corporal Company C, vice Ried, discharged ; Louis Gehring, 
corporal Company F, vice Becker, promoted; John Scholl, 
corporal Company F, vice Schleicher, promoted; Charles 
Parker, corporal Company F, vice Gruler, reduced ; Adolph 


Weidner, corporal Company F, vice Wagner, reduced ; John | association with every information in his power that may be 


Auer, corporal Company F, original vacancy. Private Aug. 


Prestele, Company G, has been discharged on account of| first annual meeting of the association shall take place in 


Company D. Company commandants, after the enlistment 
of s recruit, will order them to report to First Lieutenant 
Waage, and will not permit recruits to drill and parade with 
their companies, until Lieutenant Waage certifies to their 
proficiency in the drill. The recruits will be drilled Friday 
nights. Lieutenant Waage and Sergeant -Adelmann are 
relieved from attendance at company drills. A regimental 
court-martial, appointed by 8. 0. No. 7, ‘from headquarters 
Eleventh brigade, for the trial of delinquencies in this regi- 
ment, of which Lieutenant-Colonel John Rueger is president, 
will convene at regimental headquarters on Monday, June 10, 


dues and fines collected by this court-martial wiil forward a 
statement of their claims and the nature thereof to Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel John Rueger, on or before June 10, together 
with a certified copy of theircompany by-laws. 

Members of this regiment wishing to claim tax exemption 
must do so this year during the month of June, instead of 
July, as heretofore, in accordance with the decision of the 
Board of Assessors of the city of Baooklyn. 


First Inrantry.—This command will assemble at the 
armory for parade on May 30, at 1 o'clock P. u., fully 
equipped, field and staff mounted. Captain Garry T. Newell, 
Jr., A. ©. 8., is appointed commissary of subsistence to this 
command. 

Twenty-seconp Inrantry.—Colonel Porter in his orders 
says: ‘‘His Excellancy the Commander-in-Chief having 
announced his intention to review the First and Second di- 
visions National Guard, and the First division having been 
ordered by its commanding general to parade for that pur- 
pose on May 30, this regiment will arsemble at the armory 
on Thursday, May 30, in full-dress uniform (white trousers). 
Assembly at 1:15 0’clock p. uw. The field and staff (méunted), 
non-commissioned staff, color-bearers, general guides, mark, 
ers, color~guard, band end drum corps, will report for duty 
at 1 o’clock Pp. m.’? 


Cempany F, Captain Clan Ranald, assembled last Tuesday 
evening at the armory for musketry instruction and target 
practice. The results of the shooting, in which about thirty 
men took part, each man firing three shots, was very en- 
couraging, every shot, with two exceptions, striking the tar- 
get—a very good beginning for men the majority of whom 
had never fired before. It is intended to continue this prac- 
tice, and to go through the position and aiming drill, accor- 
ding to Wingate’s Manual, during the next six weeks, in 
order to give the company as much instruction, theoretisal 
and practical, as possible before their prize meeting in July. 
In ‘addition to the prizes already published, Messrs. Rem- 
ington have given a valuable sporting rifle, to be open to 
the entire regiment. We give the following scores of a compe- 
tition that took place after the practice. _ The target’was six 
feet by four, bull’s eye six inches square, centre twenty 
inches square, distance fifty yards, five shots each. Bull's 
eyes count four, centres three, and outer two marks. Spring- 
field musket-rifle : 






Total 
Private Carmichael... 323 44—16 
Lieutenant Beckwith.. 3333 3—15 
Captain Clan Ranald........... eccecsescocee soceeee 22243—13 
Sergeant Rouk..,....000- sesseees © eeccceeee co eeee sence - 4232 2—13 
Captain Duckworth. ......c00scccccgeescssscscessseee 303 4 3—13 
Sergeant Brill....... 00 soeccces coccoecce sccsseseerereee 03 42 2—I11 


Sixts Inrantry.—This regiment will parade in full uni- 
form for review and inspection on May 30, to be preceded by 
an inspection within Tompkins Square by the major-general 
commanding First division. 

Tue Nationa Rive Association.—This organization 
on Tuesday evening held a meeting at First division head- 
quarters, Wm. C. Church, vice-president, in the chair. The 
secretary, Captain Wingate, reported that he had received a 
communication from Mr. J. J. Mason, secretary of the Vic- 
toria Rifle Association, Ontario, Canada, enclosing papers, 
showing the present system on which the Canadian Volun- 
teers are working; also a number of papers from one of the 
officers of the British Horse Guards, giving information re- 

garding the Wimbledon annual meetings. General Woodward 
reported that the association had a balance on hand of 
$295 75. The Committee on Legislation reported that the 
bill, approved by the Adjutant-General of the State, had 
been passed in the Assembly and Senate, and had been signed 
by the Governor, and that the association were under obli- 
gations to Messrs. Judd, Foley, and Berri in the Assembly, 
and to Senators Perry, J. Wood and O’Brien in the Senate ; 

also to General Joseph Hooker, U.S. Army, and to Colonels 
H. J. Cullen and Chas. 8. Spencer, and other officers in the 
National Guard. Resolutions were adopted, giving the 
sincere thanks of the association to Hon. David W. Judd for 
his efforts in the passage of the bill, and stating that in 
memory thereof a prize of $150, to be divided among a 
stated number, best shots, entitled the “ Jadd prize,” shall 
be competed for at every annual meeting of the association. 

A committee was appointed to select a rifle range. The sec- 

retary stated that the Duke of Cambridge, president of the 

National Rifle Association of Great Britain, had communi- 
cated with the association through General Schenck, our 

American Minister, stating his willingness to supply the 


required. A resolution was adopted to the effect that the 


der, by the State law you are rendered sup 
ject at any time tothe orders of the commander-in-chief of the 
State forces. Your time is allowed the same as if performing ac- 
tive service, as your commission has not been vacated. 


passage by Congress of an act admitting the targets, mantlets, 
etc., required for the use of the range, free of duty. After 
some other important business the meeting adjourned. 

The National Rifle Association, with scarcely any aid from 
the officers or members of the First or Second divisions, has, 
during the past year, at the cost of large outlay of individual 
effort and private funds, introduced the system of rifle prac- 
tice to the attention of the National Guard of this country, 
and, by securing an appropriation of $25,000 for the pur- 
chase of a range for the use of the First and Second divisions 
by the New York State Legislature, has succeeded in show- 


1872. Commandants of companies desiring to have company‘ ing the National Guard what can be done by the persistent 


efforts of a few. Now that the way has been opened by the 
National Rifle Association, let the National Guard stand by 
and support it. A rifle match will undoubtedly take place 
this fall under the auspices of the association—perhaps on 
its own range—it therefore behoves the members of the Firat 
and Second division to come forward forward and join the 
organization at once. 


Various Ireus.—The ‘‘ Wilhelm Tell Rifies,’’ Company 
@, Thirty-second regiment, gave an annual hop on Pfingst 
Monday at Noll’s Music Hall, Brooklyn, E. D. The regi- 
mental band discoursed sweet strains, and the “ feir women 
ard brave men ”’ danced until midnight, when the command- 
ant of the company, Captain Christopher (Columbus) Lutz, 
was presented with an elegant sword, sash, and belt. Among 
the heroes we noticed Cotonel Reehr, Major Fred. Karcher, 
Captains Mannhardt, Ross, and others......0n Sunday Ser- 
geant Theodore Fahl, of Company D, Thirty-second regi- 
ment, was buried with military honors. About two years 
ago the sergeant was presented with the recruiting medal...... 
On Monday the Williamsburgh Cadets, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel! Ruegér, of the Thirty-second regiment, and the 
Turner Shuetzen, Captain Finkelmeier, the scting udjutant 
of the Thirty-second regiment, paraded, in conjunction with 
the Saengerbund, through the streets in Williamsburgh, and 
then marched to the objective point, Schuetzen Park, where 
they enjoyed all the pleasures attendant upon such occasions. 
In the latter part of the day the troops were reviewed...... 
Company F, Fifty: fifth Infantry, Captain Henry J. Roebrer, 
will hold one of its famous, jolly pic-nics, etc., at Sulzer’ s 
East River Park on Wednesday next......We are somewhat 
surprised that the Adj ctant-General should allow the repeal 
of section 1, chapter 245, Laws of New York State, depriving 
members of the National Guard of the usual deductions from 
taxes during service and ‘‘ forever after.” Now when a 
member serves seven years and is discharged, he loses 
this, unless he re-enlists; or, in other words, only 
active members are entitled to deduction from taxes. 
weoee The testimonial concert to Messrs. Papst and Conterno, 
leaders of the Twenty-third Infantry band, at Burnham’s 
Academy, Brooklyn, on Saturday evening, was one of the 
most successful yet held by the Twenty-third. The music 
was exceptionally good, and the assemblage large, and 
composed of theelite of Brooklyn. The Twenty-third’s band 
expect to cut quite a dash in its new uniform on the parade 
in New York May 30......The veteraus of the Ninth will hold 
a banquet at the Metropolitan Hotel on the evening of May 
27, in celebration of the anniversary of the departure of ihe 
regiment for the wat......Colonel Lester B. Faulkner, of 
Dansville, Livingston county, aide-de-camp to the Comman— 
der-in-Chief, has been appointed engineer in chief, with the 
rank of brigadier-general, vice William M. Tweed, Jr., re- 
resigned. 





OUT-OF-TOWN ITEMS, 


Provivence, R. I.—First Light Infantry—This command 
held its annual meeting on Monday evening, April 29, and 
accepted the amendments to their charter, and selected offi- 
cers under the same, viz.: Colonel, C. R. Dennit ; Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel, E. B. Bullock; Major, J. J. Jencks; Captain, 
E. F. Annable; Quartermaster, F. J. Sheldon; Assistant 
Quartermaster, W. D. Hilton; Paymaster, W. H. Peel; 
Assistant Paymaster, H. L. Parsons; Commissary, H. 

J. Steere; Assistant Commissary, 8.@. Trippe; Surgeon, 
W. E. Anthony, M.D.; Chaplain, Rev. 8. H. Webb ; Inspec- 
tor, Colonel W. W. Brown. The regiment is now composed 
of four commands, Companies A, B, ©, and D, and have re- 
cruited some sixty men in addition tothe ninety already 
enrolled, and hope to make their return next fall 200 men. 

A large outlay for full-dress and fatigue uniforms, with new 
equipments, will be required, which will prevent them from 

parading much above their usual numbers for the present. 

The Infantry parade May 30, Memorial Day, with G. A. R., in 

fatigue dress, and on Saturday, June 1, as escort to his Ex- 

cellency Governor Padelford, in full dress of scarlet ccat 

and bearskin caps. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


ConsTant Reapex.—The U. 8. steamer Juniata, Commander S. 
B. Lace, lately attached to the European fleet, is en route hone, 








and will arrive at Boston, Mass., about June 1. 


Starr Orvicer.—By the death or retirement of your comman- 
Y, and are sub- 











THE Secretary of War has received a 


physical disability. A class for the instruction of recruits} September next. Celonel Henry J. Cullen was elected 8/ ,illed the wii iteen ain tae he Leaf, and 


has been organized in this regiment under the supervision of | director in the place of Colonel Mason, resigned. On motion, 








First Lieutenant Charles Waage and Sergeant Adelmann, of|'¢ was recommended that steps be takeq to procure the 
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FOREIGN ITEMS. 


GENERAL Field Marshal von Steinmetz has re- 
cently purchased a splendid villa at Gorlitz, and to all 
appearances seems determined to pass the rest of his life 
at that place. 

CAPTAIN Wilson of the British army contradicts the 
statement that the German soldiers went about with 
maps in their hands. Only seme of the officers were 
supplied with maps. Military maps were useless to 
those who had not previously studied them. 

THE pensions to be paid, in consequence of the late 
French war, by the North-German Band, with the excep- 
tion of Saxony and Mecklenburg, are 8,066,000 thalers ; 
Bavaria pays 900,000, Saxony 562,000, Waurtemberg 
109,000 and Mecklenburg 180,000 thalers, making « 
total of 9,817,000 thalers. 

THE arrangements for the autumn manwuvres are 
progressing satisfactorily. The campaign will com- 
mence on the 1st of September, the troops having been 
wheres / assembled, the defending force-on Pusey 

wn and Lady Down, near Salisbury, and the in- 
vading force near Blandford. Each force will consist of 
about 15,000 men. 


THE total expenses of Germany, so far as could be 
definitely computed, in 1871, amount to 281,091,334 
thalers. This includes all expenses incurred by the late 
Franco-Prussian war as well as those of the postal and 
telegraphy departments, dotations, etc. The amount 
= for the army is 3,737,746, for the navy, 1,273,- 

thalers. 


Tuk total cost of constructing the vessels of war in 
the service of the German Government, amounts 18,341,- 
000 thalers. When those vessels, now in course of con- 
struction are finished, the Reichskriegsmarine will con- 
sist of, 8 armored frigates, 91 guns and 48,500 horse- 
— 1 armored corvette, 8 guns, 3,000 horse-power; 

armored vessels, 7 guns, 2,400 horse-power ; 5 masked 
corvettes, 138 guns, 7,000 horse-power ; 6 corvettes with 
74 guns, 8 avisos, 2 (sail) frigated with 74 guns, 3 (sail) 
brigs, 1 screw line-ship, 22 gun-boats, 2 transport and 1 
tow boat, and 1 tender, altogether 62 fine vessels with 
500 guns. 

IN order to furnish the officera of the German navy 
with an opportunity of communicating interesting and 
instructive facts, derived either from their own experi- 
ence or from other sources, to the general naval service, 
the Head of the Admiralty proposes to add occasionally 
to the official naval intelligencer, till such times as the 
Imperial navy possesses a special organ, a supplement 
devoted to technical information and notes on subjects 
connected with life at sea. The minister has requested 
the officers of the navy to send in their contributions, 
more especially when these are original productions, to 
the Admiralty, which will provide for their publication 
ao far as they are found to be suitable. 


THE principal events of the late Franco-Prussian 
Campaign are being actively studied by Russian officers. 
Frequently two or three times a week lectures connected 
therewith, followed by discussions, take place in the 
Hall of the Nicholas Staff College, at St. Petersburg. 
These lectures are not only open to the students of the 
academy, who number only fifty, but also to the officers 
of the garrison. Strangers, too, are frequently admitted 
by ticket. The mancuvres of the ensuing season will 
be on a far smaller scale than last year, and are expected 
to terminate early in July. Much time and great atten- 
tion will, however, be devoted to the solution of many 
disputed points connected with the distribution of artil- 
lery, and the employment of mitrailleuses in the field. 


LIkUTENANT-GENERAL yon Witzlebon, a distin- 
guished and experienced German officer, has written a 
work of high professional interest, entitled, “ Heerwesen 
und Infanteriedienst des Deutschen Reichsheeres.” It 
has gone through twelve editions, and has beon trans- 
lated into French. In it he says, Par. 37: “ Any young 
man who has undergone imprisonment in any House of 
Correction loses the right to carry arms ‘and is declared 
unworthy of entering the army.” In the French projet 
those who have “undergone punishment” are excluded, 
and any man who has served twelve years will “ receive 
a certificate which will give him a right to civil employ.” 
On this a French contemporary observes, “ The German 
has the right to employ himself, the Frenchman has a 
right to be employed—there is an abyss between.” 


OnE of the principal gun manufacturing firms of Bir- 
mingham is repo! to be negotiating, or has already 
signed a contract with the Russian Government for the 
supply ofa large number of the new “ Berdan ” rifie 
and carbine. Colonel Berdan having suceeded in get- 
ting his invention adopted amid great,competition. 
The Berdan arm will be genoral throughout the Russian 
service, .and will completely replace the present 
“Kriuck” pattern, converted from the old muzzle- 
loaders. The statement also appears in our foreign ex- 
changes that in the course of the next few months seve- 
ral infantry regiments will receive the new Breslau 
breech-loading rifle, and a new breech-loading carbine 
and pistol (the present one is of the old 1839. pattern) 
will shortly be issued to the cavalry. 


Tue British Ordnance Corps has been actively engaged 
in mapping on the largest scale. Plans of London have 
been completed on the colossal scale of sixty inches to a 
mile. They occupy 326 full-size sheets of paper, and 

bably constitute—in the words of the report—‘the 

t and most complete plan of a.city ever protluced.” 
Parts of England have been mapped on scales of 25 and 
6 inches to a mile respectively, and a new one-inch-to-a- 
mile map of the central and southern part of England 
and Wales has been commenced ‘at the request of the 
Secretary of State tor War. the items of work. 
foe ney are two, interesting on account of their re- 
ion tothe American difficulty, rg oe copying maps 

of North America bo: , 1,900 impressions, with 
ee oe and i o and “ P ing 
maps America boundary Treaty Ghent, ’ im- 
pressions, in ten large volumes.” A new one-inch map 


of Plymouth has also been drawn, and twelve models of 
Plymouth constracted. England has been zincographed 
in forty-one sheets on the six-inch scale for special use 
in the newly adopted “ War Games.” 

Tue first shield in No. 1 Embrasure of the Stack 
Rock Fort, Milford Haven, has bgen successfully fixed in 
its place. The shield, which is 11ft. 11 1-2in. by Sft. 
2 1-2in., is constructed as follows: An iron frame 
backing filled with cement and concrete, one inch thick- 
ness of teak-wood, five-inch armor-plating, five inches 
thickness of teak and brickwork fitted in asphalte, and 
five inches of armor-plating the viele forming 
a mass weighing about fifty tons. It has been customary 
in fixing shields of this kind to place them one piece 
after another in the embrasure, to execute which was 
necessary to erect a quantity of scaffolding and applian- 
ces outside, which, of course, could only be done at the 
expense of time and money. To avoid this it was 
thought probable that the shield could be completely 
constructed inside the embrasure, and lifted en masse 
into ita position. The shield was moved by means of 
wrought-iron trussed girders, supported internally by 
two traversing screw jacks, and externally by two hy- 
draulics, each lifting about twenty tons, the whole of 
which, together with the necessary gear, had been sent 
down from the Wer Department. After the shield was 
in its place, it was secured by large iron bolts to a bed 
of massive granite. There are eighteen of these shields 
to be placed on this fort. 


Tue “Fish Torpedo” with which the British’are ex- 
pantie is described as follows: It is about 5 feet 
ong by 2 feet through at its greatest diameter, and is 
furnished with fins and a tail to act as propellers, 
worked by a little engine inside, the motive power of 
which is compressed air. It may be set to run in any 
direction, and at any required depth under water, while 
its inventors claim for it the puwer of navigating an 
undevieting course of 800 yards, a doubtful quality, 
though it has been tried up to 150 yards and answered 
well. This torpedo is intended to be fired from ships 
constructed or adapted for the purpose. A tube 28 feet 
long is to be inserted longitudinally in the ship below 
the waterline ; the mouth which projects from the bows, 
being fitted with a cap to keep out the water. Two 
sluices in the tube allow the torpedo to pass into it, the 
cap is removed, the ship “ takes aim,” and the torpedo is 
shot out by a propeller. As it emerges, a stud sets in 
action the atmospheric engine, and the destructive fish 
proceeds at the rate of about ten miles an hour, and 
with remarkable accuracy toward its prey. On striking, 
a charge in its head is ignited by a percussion fuse, and, 
the charge being a heavy one, there are few, if any, 
ships sfloat which could withstand the shock. Its prin- 
cipal dofect is its liability to be affected by currents, 
and the consequent uncertuinty as to its hitting its ob- 
ject, especially if that be a ship in motion, but, as its 
success in any one instance would practically amount to 
certain destruction of the vessel assailed, the system is 
engaging at the present time more attention, perhaps, 
than any other. 

At the banquet given by the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, Mr. Goschen, British Secretary of the Navy, 
in acknowledging the toast on behalf of the Navy, said 
that now, to an extraordinary extent, Vulcan began to 
share with Neptune the empire of the seas. Many 
members of that Institution were the sons of Vulcan, 
and they would admit how much the difficulties of our 
naval officers were increased by the changes in the naval 
service. A naval officer might be a splendid sailor, but 
if he were absent with his ship for three or four years, 
he would find on his return that the constructiun of 
ships, that guns, and drill, had sll been changed. 
Chemists had been at work making discoveries in the 
properties of metals; mathematicians had been counting 
the period of the waves. Naval officers under such cir- 
cumstances had te go to school again on their return, 
and when they were again placed in the command of 
ships it was under different conditions. Under such 
circumstances it-was not too much to ask for the in- 
dulgonce of their countrymen. Naval officers had to go 
to the College of Portsmouth to study the new problems 
which had arisen during their absence abroad. Ship- 
wrights had to unlearn their trade, and to turn their at- 
tention from wood to iron. The public would not be 
surprised 1f during these changes there were sometimes 
costly failures and occasional disasters, The Govern- 
ment were, however, about to establish a new Naval 
College at Greenwich, and they would also endeavor to 
develop the education of naval engineers. They would 
endeavor to stimulate the desire of naval officers to be- 
come equal to their responsibilities under the present 
altered condition of the navy. The naval service would 
not lose courage, and he must ask the public on their 
part not to lose confidence in them. 


In a sitting of the Geographical and Statistical Socie- 
ty of Frankfort, held on the 27th ult., Lieutenant Wey- 
precht spoke at some length of his approaching North 
Pole Expedition. He bases his} calculations chiefly on 
the great Siberian currents, which on account of their 
high temperature greatly contribute to free the northern 
coasts of Siberia from ice. This effect is most strongly 
observable in September. The expedition is to sail in its 
own ship, which will be provisioned for three years. It 
is to leave Bremerhafen in June, touch at Tromsoe to 
coal, then leaving Nova Zembla on the ‘south, it will 
seek its first wintering quarters as far as possible to the 
east of Tcheljuskin, the most northern cape of Asia. 
From this point long sledge-journeys will be undertaken. 
New Siberia has been chosen for the second year’s win- 
teting-place. In the third year the expedition will en- 
deavor to return by way of Behring’s Straits. Should 
this prove impossible, nothing will be left but to aban- 
don the ship, and to endeavor with the boats to make the 
mouth of some Siberian river, and reach the nearest 

One of the weakest points in the expe- 


Cossack posts. y 
dition is the fact that the store of coal, after calculating | ? 


what will be required to heat the cabins and for cooking 





will only enable the ship to steam at full speed 
foe forty” days during the whole period of the expedition. 


In other respects the vessel is fitted up in a manner ad- 
mirably adapted to the wants of the expedition, and the 
provisions have been very carefully selected. In order 
to avoid scurvy, all salt meat has been excluded, and 
preserved vegetables have been plentifully provided. 
Meiding’s regulation stoves,which Koldewey’s expedi- 
tion proved to be the most satisfactory, will be em- 
ployed for heating purposes. 

A FURTHER amended pattern of shrapnel shell has 
been approved for 64-pounder 63-cwt. wrought-iron 
steel-lined muzzle-loading rifled guns; it differs from 
the previous pattern in having a strong metal socket to 
receive the fuse; the bottom of the socket is screwed to 
receive the metal primer, which acts as an auxiliary to 
the fuse in firing the 9-ounce bursting charge of the 
shell. Changes have also been made in the patterns of 
other shrapnel shells, the alterations having been found 
necessary to maintain their efficiency when intended to 
burst on graze, and to stand the wear and tear of ex- 
cessive jolting experienced in travelling, packed in tum- 
brils, namely, in the former case, to prevent their heads 
breaking off on grazing, and in the latter case to prevent 
their heads becoming loose from jolting. A further 
alteration has been made in the pattern 9-pounder war 
rocket, consequent on the rocket composition of the 
previous patterns having been found to burn too rapidly 
for the size of the vent holes; the slower burning com- 
position adopted is charcoal, 24g pounds; saltpetre, 834 
pounds; sulphur, 2 pounds. Patterns of silk clot 
cartridges have been adopted for the new 16-pounder 
wrought-iron steel-lined rifled muzzle-loading heavy 
field guns, service charge, 3 pounds; exercising charge, 
114g pound. The adoption of silk cloth for cannon 
cartridges, in place of serge, is a salutary act, and is 
consequent upon a long and careful course of experi- 
ments with various materials, of which it was clearly 
proved that this fabric is much less combustible than 
any other, and not likely to leave any smouldering re- 
mains in the gun; therefore we hope that, under no 
circumstances, salutes will ever be allowed to be fired, 
either on land or sea, with any other cartridges than 
those made of silk cloth, as otherwise, in case of accident, 
a grave responsibility will rest upon the person from 
whom such an order should emanate. 


A CORRESPONDENT w:iting of the present state of 
the French Army says: After what I have seen in the 
last war of artillery, I would rather have one English 
field-battery under my command in a campaign than 
two German or three French batteries of the same 
strength. Awmonggt the non-commissioned and the com- 
missioned officers there are many soldierlike, active men, 
but in the ranks these qualities appear rare. The 
horses are badly broken, badly groomed, and awkwardly 
harnessed ; the guns are but half cleaned, and the move- 
ments of the batteries in the field anything but quick. 
No one who has ever seon French troops fight can deny 
that in personal courage they are beyond all praise— 
fearless almost to rashness, and not appearing to appre- 
ciate what the word danger means. And they have 
need of these qualities, for, according to modern Europe- 
au military ideas their discipline certainly leaves much 
to be desired. The infantry of the line have improved 
wonderfully since the last war, and if the authorities 
could be induced to give up the hideous dressing-gown- 
like great coat—a garment far too hot for summer, and 
giving no protection in winter—in which the men seem to 
eat, drink, sleep, drill and fight, they might be made in 
appearance second to none in the world. Itis but fair 
now to mention their good qualities, the chief of which 
is their aptitude and determination to “learn from their 
enemy.” The officers are all working hard, and working 
with effect to reform the service. I have seen more drill 
of all sorts—from the manual and platoon to the petite 
guerre, or sham fight—going on during the three days I 
have been at Versailles than I witnessed during the 
month I was at Strasburg before the army marched to 
meet the Germans. MacMahon commanded, here then, 
as he commands here now; but he, too, has evidently 
seen and learnt that, in order to secure perfect practice 
in the field, much and constant practice on parade ia ab- 
solutely necessary. The men are far better dressed and 
better fed than they were before the war. They are 
much more respectful to their officers. They are not al- 
lowed to frequent political “ clubs;” nor to mix with the 
people when they are quartered in or near large towns. 
The spirit of the service is excellent; and, whatever 
may have been said to the contrary, I have reason to 
believe that the army would support order and the 
government that isin power, no matter who may com- 
pose that government, or by what name it is called. 
There is certainly very much yet to be done before the 
service can be deemed perfect ; but it is equally true that 
during the last year, and under almost unheard of dif- 
ficulties, very much has been done to reorganize the 
French army. - 











Facts FoR THE LAprEs.—Mrs. 8. D, Joyce, Kingston, 
Mass., has used her Wheeler & Wilson Lock-Stitch Ma- 
chine since 1867, in general sewing, sometimes changing 
her silk or thread twenty or thirty times a day, working 
as easily as with hand needle. See thenewimprovements 
and Wood’s Lock-Stitch Ripper. 








MARRIED. 


Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
fifty cents each.) 








Ketcaum—Bemis.—At St. John’s church, Canandaigua, N. Ys, 
May 21, 1872, by the Rev. Chas. Nickerson, H. H. Ketcuum, U- 
8. Army, to Miss Euity A. Bemis, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. Bemis, of Canandaigua, N. Y. (No cards.) 








DIED. 


Dr«micx.—At Fort McIntosh, Texas, on Monday, April 29, 1872, 
Goxpos Dickson, youngest son of Lieutenant E. D. D. and Mary 
immick, aged 3 months and 4 days. 


Panter.—At Washington, D. C., May 9, 1872, Captain and Bre- 
vet Major WM. A. Parker, U. 8. Marine Co; 





\ rps. 
His iemains were buried at the Congressional cemetery, Thurs- 
day, May 23, 1872. 
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